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Together we are ‘Making Education Possible’



Dear Friends

It seems almost surreal- it has been 8 years since we started this amazing quest to ‘Make Education Possible’. It 
is hard to imagine that SchoolBOX began by delivering school supplies on chicken buses and sleeping on floors 
in Nicaragua. When I read this report, I am humbled by how much SchoolBOX has grown and how truly blessed 
we have been.

As we celebrate the wonderful results of SchoolBOX in 2014, I am deeply reminded of all the selfless people 
who helped build and shape our organization in those early years. I am so grateful for people like my Mom who 
refused to give up on the SchoolBOX dream even when it seemed impossible; my friends Ronald and Jazmin who 
opened their hearts and their home for us in Nicaragua to help start SchoolBOX; Ann Bird who persevered to get 
SchoolBOX its charitable status; Mike Maloney who stepped in to be Chair of the SchoolBOX Board of Directors 
when we needed him most.

These are the unsung heroes of SchoolBOX and many more who I wish to thank. They refused to give up and to 
look the other way. There are far more of these people than I could ever begin to thank. However, there is one 
person in particular that I want to thank especially this year.

Sarah Kerr, SchoolBOX’s Executive Director, has poured her heart out again and again to ‘Make Education 
Possible’ for the children of Nicaragua. In 2008, while most of her friends were at university, Sarah was busy 
hosting grassroots fundraisers and investing her life savings and energy into SchoolBOX. She helped build our 
first school and to install our first library.  She has put in countless unpaid hours into building and growing our 
organization.  And in 2012, she was there to take over the leadership of SchoolBOX, when I simply could not keep 
going.

In November of 2014, Sarah and I welcomed our wonderful little daughter, Hannah Grace, into the world. As a 
result, Sarah will be on maternity leave in 2015. She will be missed but, I am extremely grateful that SchoolBOX 
has such a dedicated and talented leadership team to manage the organization while she is away. I am particularly 
thankful to Michelle Kay, Ronald Chavarria and Jon Tam who are working together to bring SchoolBOX to the 
next level.

Last but not the least, I thank you for being part of SchoolBOX’s incredible journey to ‘Make Education Possible’ 
for the children of Nicaragua. The 16,078 students and teachers that SchoolBOX supported in 2014 send a huge 
‘MUCHAS GRACIAS’.

 
With gratitude,

Tom Affleck, SchoolBOX Founder

Founder’s Letter

Tom, Sarah and Hannah Grace
Tom, Sarah and Jazmin with Richard & Lori Crawford 

and the children of the Brett #2 School



It is a joy and a privilege to share this 2014 Annual Report with you.

With sage strategic guidance from the SchoolBOX Board, we focused on strengthening the Nicaraguan team 
in 2014 to both sustain and evaluate the impact of our programs to date. This focus resulted in improving 
communication and skills amongst our team, making it the most efficient and effective year in terms of program 
delivery. You will see amazing numbers, pictures and stories from each program throughout this report.  We 
are also excited to share, that all the schools constructed by SchoolBOX are benefiting from the full range of 
programs offered.

This year SchoolBOX has impacted the community in numerous ways, beyond the children we serve. The Ministry 
of Education in Nicaragua approached SchoolBOX to help them with the emergency reconstruction of earthquake 
affected schools.  Our Books 4 Kids library training was so successful, that the Ministry of Education asked if other 
teachers could participate.  This library program is also facilitating a cultural change in Nicaragua, promoting 
reading as fun. Community volunteers were engaged in helping with program delivery and international volunteers 
continued to inspire and encourage the kids. 

Not only are we ‘Making Education Possible’, we are making education fun, accessible, community-oriented 
and inclusive.   SchoolBOX is a remarkable family of staff, volunteers, donors, board members, supporters and 
champions. For the children and communities we serve, we are dream makers, encouragers, play makers, builders 
and friends forever. Thank you for being a part of this amazing organisation.

On behalf of the children who dream big,

Michelle Kay, SchoolBOX Acting Executive Director

Another Amazing Year of 
‘Making Education Possible.’



2014 Program Highlights

 
Tools 4 Schools: 

12 Classrooms Constructed
Supplies 4 Success:  

 16,078 Educational Packages

Soccer Dreams:  
6 Regional Soccer Tournaments

Volunteer Program:  
96 International Volunteers

Other Infrastructure:  
8 washrooms, 2 sports areas

Books 4 Kids:  
10 Mini Libraries



Tools 4 Schools Program 
SchoolBOX is providing partner communities with sustainable infrastructure such as classrooms, sports 
areas, water fountains and washrooms. SchoolBOX is able to support Nicaragua’s most marginalized 
areas by collaborating with the Ministry of Education, local governments, communities and Nicaraguan 
and international volunteers.  We provide a safe, secure and dignified learning environment for 
the children in our partner communities so that they will be able to flourish through education.

Before After

Brett #3 School

Marcos Lainez School

Before After

Region:  Jardines de Apoyo, Masaya, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  4 classrooms, 4 washrooms 
Description: The original classrooms were makeshift 
wooden structures and borrowed catering tents.  The 
community eagerly waited 14 years for a new school 
to be built. The new playing field is a highlight for the 
children!

Region:  Marcos Lainez, Leon, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  1 classroom, 1 washroom 
Description: The original school was destroyed by 
the earthquake in April 2014. The classroom walls 
collapsed and the roof was very unstable. The 
students and teacher were forced to move to a dark, 
hot and crowded house within the community.

12 classrooms

7 communities

8 washrooms

2 playing fields

In April of 2014, Nicaragua was struck with a series of earthquakes. 
The Ministry of Education in Managua and Leon assessed their 398 
public schools and discovered that 101 of them were either damaged 
or destroyed. Parallel to the government evaluations, we conducted 
our own review in Managua and Leon and were extremely pleased 
to discover that none of the SchoolBOX schools were damaged or 
destroyed.

The Ministry of Education requested that SchoolBOX help with the construction efforts of 
the destroyed schools. SchoolBOX showed flexibility and agility by modifying their 2014 build 
schedule to help build the Marcos Lainez School and the Shirley Case #3 School in La Pintora. This 
collaboration has culminated into a strong relationship between SchoolBOX and the Ministry of 
Education.

2014 Summary Safe & Structurally Sound Classrooms



Tools 4 Schools Program 

Before After

Los Velasquez School

Shirley Case #3 School

Before After

Before After

Ascencion Oviedo School

Los Salgados School

Before After

Region:  Los Velasquez, Telica, Leon, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  2 classrooms, 2 washrooms 
Description: The original structure was completely 
dark and lacked proper ventilation. It was constructed 
without any windows and the roof was too low. 
SchoolBOX used the existing structure and created a 
school with more light and better air flow.

Region:  La Pintora, Leon, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  1 classroom, 1 washroom 
Description: The school was completely destroyed 
by the earthquakes in April of 2014. Students 
were forced to take classes in a converted chicken 
coop where they were exposed to rains, dust and 
extreme heat.

Region:  Asencion Oviedo, Chinandega, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  2 classrooms 
Description: Previously, students were forced to 
study in makeshift classrooms that were dark and 
structurally unsafe. These classrooms had dirt floors 
which turn to mud during the rainy season.

Region:  Los Salgados, Chinandega, Nicaragua  
Highlights:  2 classrooms 
Description: Children in the community had to 
walk long distances to attend school. They decided 
to gather materials from around the community 
and build two makeshift classrooms out of 
plywood. The temporary structure did not protect 
the children during rainy season.



Supplies 4 Success Program

Region Department # communities # students # teachers Total
Managua Managua 6 3154 130 3284
Tipitapa Managua 4 1481 44 1525
Leon Leon 10 2478 113 2591
Sauce Leon 9 1185 66 1251
Telica Leon 11 781 43 824
Chinandega Chinandega 1 820 37 857
Chichigalpa Chinandega 4 812 35 847
Ometepe Rivas 10 1544 84 1628
Masaya Masaya 9 1511 79 1590
Matagalpa Matagalpa 17 1306 70 1376
Jalapa Nueva Segovia 1 29 3 32
Corn Islands RAAS 2 258 15 273

TOTAL 84 15359 719 16078
 

SchoolBOX is working hard to help to make education accessible to students by providing the necessary 
school supplies (notebooks, pencils, eraser, ruler, pencil sharpener) for students and teachers.

SchoolBOX provided 16,078 educational packages to 15,359 students and their 719 teachers in 84 
communities across Nicaragua in 2014.  Our mission is to empower the same children and teachers each 
year with school supplies, to help break the cycle of primary school dropout (national average 51%), and 
support the kids at our partner schools to get through the 6th grade.

SchoolBOX distributed educational packages in the following regions:

7 departments

12 regions

84 communities

15,539 students

2014 Summary

719 teachers

16,078 packages

67,136 notebooks

Children at the Las Pilas School in El Sauce



Supplies 4 Success Program

2014 was a successful year for the Supplies 4 Success Program.  SchoolBOX increased distribution by 582 
educational packages and was able to support 7 additional communities.  Volunteer participation from 
within the community helped expedite the distribution of the educational packages while making the 
program more cost effective. SchoolBOX also improved their data collection by capturing enrolment data, 
pass/fail statistics and dropout rates.

Departments Served in Nicaragua Educational Packages Distributed 2006-2014

Jardines de Apoyo, Masaya

Bella Vista, Telica

Ascencion Oviedo, Chinandega



It is proven that recreation is an important motivator for children to attend school and continue to study.   
Soccer is a discipline that helps children stay fit, develop school spirit and learn about team work and fair 
play.  Soccer is a powerful conduit to help children learn and incorporate recreation and sport into their 
daily lives and has become the most popular sport of children and youth in Nicaragua.  

SchoolBOX held 6 Soccer Dreams tournaments in 2014. 24 teams comprising 5 boys and 5 girls participated 
in the tournaments.  All 240 players who participated in the Soccer Dreams Program received snacks and 
transportation to and from the tournament. These tournaments provided students and teachers a chance 
to interact with their counterpart from other schools. Workshops and Soccer Dreams clinics were also held 
at each participating school.  Students and teachers were taught the rules of soccer and several practice 
drills were organised. Each of these activities was followed by a motivational talk on the importance of 
getting a basic education.

SchoolBOX held tournaments in the following regions: 

• Leon – Winner: Jennette Affleck School - Other Teams: Shirley Case #2, La Pintora, Marcos Lainez. 
• Telica – Winner: Union España School - Other Teams: Los Maribios, Nuevo Amanecer, Shirley Case #1. 
• El Sauce – Winner: Ruben Dario - Other Teams: La Cenicera, Hermanos Linarte, Las Pilas. 
• Leon – Winner: Cristo Salvador - Other Teams: Los Pocitos, Enmanuel Mongalo, Ruben Dario.  
• Masaya – Winner: Brett 3 School (Jardines de Apoyo)  – Other Teams: Fabio Gutierrez, Oscar Fuentes, 
Sol de la Libertad
• Ometepe Island – Winner: Rigoberto Cabezas  – Other Teams: La Flor Nicarao, San Jose del Sur, Los 
Angeles Esquipulas

Soccer Dreams Program

First tournament in Leon Ometepe tournament

6 regional tournaments

24 participating teams

120 girls participating

120 boys participating

2014 Summary

24 soccer workshops



Girls in rural communities are beginning to participate more 
and more in this sport.  This is a huge success for Nicaragua.  
Due to the “machismo” culture, girls have historically been 
denied their right to play.  In many cases, athletic girls, or 
those who decide to play sports, are considered to be ‘tom 
boys’ and are often ostracized for their enthusiasm for sport.  

The SchoolBOX Soccer Dreams tournaments are slowly 
breaking this taboo that has stripped girls of their liberties 
and rights to play.  We are now building a culture that 
reinstitutes and recognises the rights and liberties of girls 
to have their place in sport.  Sports and recreation is a basic 
human right and should be open to all!

Soccer Dreams Program

Masaya tournament El Sauce tournament

The Right to Play

Second tournament in Leon Telica tournament



Books 4 Kids Program
SchoolBOX’s Books 4 Kids program is helping teachers to facilitate and students to develop an interest 
in reading.  Reading can be a fun, educational and healthy past time when children have access to age 
appropriate and engaging books. The books that our libraries provide are in accordance with Nicaraguan 
Ministry of Education curriculum.  These libraries are opening new opportunities for children; to conduct 
research projects and teacher assigned homework, and learning to read for fun in class.  The new libraries 
are also helping teachers improve their lesson plans as they now have access to essential resources. 

In 2014, SchoolBOX’s Books 4 Kids Program provided 10 communities with mini libraries. Teachers were 
given the opportunity to receive training on reading books creatively, silent reading as a tool, library 
organisation and book care.

10 mini libraries

2718 books

2847 benefitting students

92 teachers trained

2014 Summary

10 globes

20 large, weather-proof 
and lockable bookcases

10 maps of Nicaragua

School Name # Students # Teachers # Books
Marcos Lainez 32 4 207
La Pintora 35 4 215
Los Salgados 37 3 220
El Chaparral 51 3 227
Oscar Fuentes 85 4 234
Jardines de Apoyo 120 5 269
Maximino Barreto 125 7 260
Sol de la Libertad 197 7 282
Cristo Salvador 786 24 394
Cristo Rey 1379 25 410
Other Schools 6
TOTAL 2847 92 2718

Books 4 Kids Breakdown by School

El Chaparral School Jardines de Apoyo School



Books 4 Kids Program

La Pintora School Marcos Lainez School

Our Books 4 Kids library teacher training was so successful 
that the Ministry of Education took notice! In 2014, the 
Ministry of Education contacted SchoolBOX and asked to 
include teachers from 6 schools outside of SchoolBOX’s 
partner communities to attend our library training sessions. 
The inclusion of these teachers in our training program 
increased our impact without increasing our costs.

The Ministry of Education conducts a reading competition in 
every ‘education nucleus’ or family of schools in Nicaragua. 
This Year, the competition was held at both La Pintora 
(Shirley Case #3) in Leon and Jardines de Apoyo (Brett #3) 
in Masaya due to the high standards of the SchoolBOX 
libraries.  It is remarkable the impact that these libraries are 
having as these two schools are in rural areas and are not 
the ‘base’ school for their respective regions.

Increasing Our Impact

Sol de la Libertad School



International Volunteer Program

SchoolBOX’s international volunteer program provides an opportunity for 
SchoolBOX supporters to work directly on a construction project within a 
partner community. International volunteers help build a classroom and 
empower children to get a basic education while reinforcing the importance 
of education with the community’s parents. Supporters who come to 
Nicaragua as an international volunteer can see first-hand the impact of their 
donations.

In 2014, SchoolBOX welcomed 96 volunteers to Nicaragua to participate on a 
volunteer build.

February Group: Ottawa area Ambassadors 
Project: Brett #3 School (Jardines de Apoyo) 

“A rewarding and life changing experience”
Sherryl Smith - Pakenham, Ontario, Canada

96 volunteers

4 communities
empowered

470 community 
volunteer days

2014 Summary

March Group: Stittsville Group 
Project: Brett #3 School (Jardines de Apoyo) 

“It was the most memorable trip of my lifetime and 
was truly a life changing experience for us all.  The 
Nicaraguan people are inspiring for their strength, 
passion for education and determination to see 
change happen.” 
Leah Thomas - Stittsville, Ontario, Canada

March Group: Ambassador Group 
Project: Brett #3 School (Jardines de Apoyo) 

“Two trips are better than one! Improved with 
progress SchoolBOX has made since our last visit; 
both process and staff are more professional.”
Susan and Peter Grant - Toronto, Ontario, Canada



International Volunteer Program 

April Group: Ski 4 SchoolBOX 
Project: Brett #3 School (Jardines de Apoyo) 
“The children with all those smiling faces was worth 
more than gold.  I was struck by how much the 
children wanted to help us build the school.  They 
taught me so much.” 
Christine Hill - Toronto, Ontario, Canada

June Group: University of Calgary Cares 
Project: Marcos Lainez School
“What an incredible experience I will be able to share 
when I return to Canada, once in a lifetime.”  
Matthew McDonald - Chestermere, Aberta, Canada

June Group: CTV Amazing People Gala Group 
Project: Marcos Lainez School
“After spending five days in the community, everyone 
feels like family. It’s hard to say goodbye to them but 
goodbye isn’t forever; family is forever” 
Matt Smart - Richmond, Ontario, Canada

August Group: Youth Group 
Project: Shirley Case #3 School (La Pintora)
“The people were so friendly and welcoming 
far exceeding my expectations. I met so many 
inspirational people that have completely 
transformed my outlook on life.” 
Chiara Webb - Stittsville, Ontario, Canada

November Group: Family & Youth Group 
Project: Los Salgados
“The SchoolBOX Volunteer experience is fantastic.  I 
would recommend it to anyone (and have)!  Sharing 
the opportunity with my kids, getting our hands dirty 
while empowering children to get a basic education, 
it was awesome.” 
Roger O’Connor - Stittsville, Ontario, Canada



SchoolBOX 2014 Financials

*Please note that all figures are unaudited

*Please note that all figures are unaudited

Our Board of Directors and leadership team decided to invest in 
strengthening our team in Canada and Nicaragua. The goal was to 
strengthen operations and increase capacity rather than expanding 
our programs and coverage within Nicaragua.   SchoolBOX has 
continued to make it a priority to serve 16,078 students and teachers 
in 84 partner communities. We have continued to maintain existing 
levels of operations and strengthened our existing programs in 
Nicaragua. Through our generous donors and supporters, SchoolBOX 
is ‘Making Education Possible’ for the children of Nicaragua!

SchoolBOX Strategic Vision:

2014 Expense Summary Annual Revenue (2006-2014)

$617,556 CAD revenue

16.36% revenue increase 
from 2013

83% direct charitable 
programs expense

$16,245 USD contribution 
of goods & services from 
MINED & city hall in 
Nicaragua

2014 Summary

*audited figures



Amazing People Gala presented by CTV
In February of 2014, our friends at the Amazing People Gala hosted the second Amazing People 
Gala presented by CTV. The event created a media frenzy around SchoolBOX and we were able 
to raise enough funds to construct two classrooms at the Marcos Lainez & the Los Salgados 
School. Proceeds from the event also enabled us to send 6 Ottawa Area Youth to Nicaragua 
to help build a Gala School. The next Amazing People Gala is scheduled for October of 2015. 

Shirley Case School #3
The legacy of Shirley Case is continuing to empower children to get a basic education in Nicaragua. Through 
the dedication of Shirley’s family of supporters known as ‘Shirley’s Superninjas’, Nicaraguan communities 
have been empowered to get a basic education through two schools, new libraries, school furniture and 
educational supply packages. In 2014, Shirley’s supporters raised enough money to build the third Shirley 
Case School in the La Pintora community. SchoolBOX is immensely thankful for their continued support.

Brett Bentley Crawford Foundation
In June of 2014, the Brett #3 School was finished in the Jardines de Apoyo Community in Masaya. The 
construction of the school marked the third school in memory of Brett Bentley Crawford.  Brett’s memory 
now shines on as an inspiration for the hundreds of students in her schools. The fourth Brett School is 
scheduled to be constructed in 2015 in the Bella Cruz School outside of Managua.

Building Walls of Wisdom
Building Walls of Wisdom has supported SchoolBOX over the last few years. In 2014, SchoolBOX completed 
construction of the Jardines de Apoyo in Masaya & Ascencion Oviedo School in Chinandega.  It marked the 
second and third classroom that Building Walls of Wisdom supported in Nicaragua. We are so happy for their 
continued support and look forward to building the Arenera School together in 2015.

Media Coverage/Awareness
• 31 pieces in English Language mediums 
• 1200+ average website visitors per month (www.schoolbox.ca)
• Increased Twitter Followers by 33% to 600 
• 4831 Facebook Likes - an increase of over 107 likes

More Good News

Exoneration of Goods & Services Tax in Nicaragua
SchoolBOX is happy to report that they received an exoneration of the goods and services tax in Nicaragua 
at the point of purchase. Our amazing Nicaraguan Director, Ronald Chavarria, was able to negotiate with 
the appropriate government agency to make this happen. This translates to a 15% savings on all of our 
construction materials and expenses at the time of purchase. 

Collaboration from MINED and City Hall in Nicaragua
SchoolBOX was pleased to continue their collaboration with the Nicaraguan Ministry of Education and 
Municipal governments of Nicaragua in 2014. When earthquakes struck Nicaragua in April of 2014, MINED  
contacted SchoolBOX to help with the reconstruction efforts of two schools that were destroyed. SchoolBOX 
showed their flexibility by reconstructing the La Pintora and the Marcos Lainez School.

SchoolBOX was also able to negotiate in-kind materials and services from the Ministry of Education and 
Municipal governments in Nicaragua to the tune of $16,245 USD. This contribution demonstrates the 
increased presence and respect that SchoolBOX has with the government in Nicaragua.



SchoolBOX Stories 

Empowering through Books
Juan Jose Velasquez Monge has been a teacher at the Jardines de Apoyo 
School for five years. He found the school in deplorable conditions 
with classrooms under tarps and metal sheets. He is very happy that 
SchoolBOX worked with the community to construct a new school.

After the new school was completed, a new library with books was 
delivered to the school. This made a huge difference as children were 
able to read for fun and have materials to do research. “Kids are curious 
by nature, and they want to know more about what we teach. Before, it 
wasn’t easy to get more information about their interests. Our kids love 
the books! They love the fairy tales and also science books.” Now they 
have the opportunity to let the kids research and do presentations based 
on what they read. 

Last September, the school hosted a region wide reading event with 
other schools in the area. “The schools in the area decided to do the 
event in our school because it was equipped with the best mix of books 
and had enough space for everyone.”

The event was organised to encourage kids to read. Needless to say, the 
event was a rousing success.

SchoolBOX had the pleasure of meeting Ada Morales in the La Pintora 
community. From the moment we arrived, she greeted us and offered 
to volunteer with anything we needed.   She rallied other community 
members to help organize welcome parties for our volunteer groups, 
cooked for our volunteers and staff and always had a big smile on her 
face. 

She told SchoolBOX that her biggest motivation was “...to help my 
community’s children to have a better place to learn and a safer place 
to attend school”. She has been living in the community for nineteen 
years and knows the impact good education has on the community. Many 
children around her do not attend classes because they have to work 
alongside their parents in the fields, but she hopes that more children will 
attend classes now that the La Pintora School is complete.

Ada has become a voice within the community advocating education. She 
is a shining example of why the community is essential in not only the 
construction process of a new school, but empowering the children to get 
a basic education.

Ada’s Example



SchoolBOX Stories 

Amelia is 12 years old and studies at La Pintora School in Leon. She 
is currently in her last year at the school and next year she will be 
attending high school.  Her current school was destroyed by an 
earthquake that hit the area in April 2014, and because of this, the 
school had to be moved to a poultry house.  It was the only place in 
close proximity to the school that had enough room to hold all the 
students.  

When Amelia was moved to the temporary school, she had a really 
hard time.  “When it rained, we got wet, because we didn’t have 
walls. We also got dirty because of the dust blew in.”

Now, she is happy to have a new school, where she is safe and 
has better conditions for learning.  “My favourite part of the new 
school is the library. If we had been in the poultry house, all the 
books would have been wet.”

In the future, she dreams of studying Forensic Anthropology.  Her 
oldest brother supports her and wants to help her realize her dream. 

She is grateful for everyone in the SchoolBOX family who supported 
the school. She understands the importance of having a dignified 
place to study and wants to encourage children in her community 
to say in school.

Amelia’s Bright Future

Francelis  Mairena  is  grateful  to  live  close  to  the Los  
Salgados  School.  Before the establishment of this school, 
she walked 4km to a neighbouring community to attend 
school.  She had to get up very early in order to start her 
long walk to school with her friends. In the winter, the road 
became muddy and sometimes inaccessible. “If it was raining 
in the morning, we had no choice but to stay at home.”

If the rain poured during the night, they had to walk on the 
muddy road, so her shoes and socks would get very dirty 
whenever she got to the school. “There were days when we 
were in class and it started raining. We had to stay at the 
school until the rain stopped. We also had to wait for the 
creeks to dry, so we could walk across them”

“I am happy to have a new school, which is close to my house. 
I’m so happy that I will never get muddy again! Thanks to 
SchoolBOX for bringing a school closer to us.”

Grateful for a School



SchoolBOX Stories 

Danny Calero is 14 years old and lives in the Jardines de Apoyo community. He started studying at the Jardines 
de Apoyo School when he was in first grade. He remembers studying under plastic tarps and metals sheets.

“It was difficult to pay attention with all the noises and distractions around me as there were no walls in the 
classroom.”

When SchoolBOX announced that they would be building a school in his community, Danny got very excited. 
He enthusiastically helped in the construction process of his new school. He is one of the first graduates 
from the new school.

When SchoolBOX brought international volunteers to the site, Danny was initially very shy and quiet.  He 
didn’t smile or talk to the volunteers. Slowly, Danny started interacting with the volunteers and took an 
interest in learning how to speak English.

He would approach the SchoolBOX translators to learn how to pronounce English phrases in order to 
communicate with the volunteers. The volunteers noticed his desire to speak English and gave him a Spanish/ 
English dictionary to help him learn English even after they left.

Today, Danny is attending high school. He is motivated to attend classes to learn English. Danny now dreams 
of becoming a teacher, because he understands the importance of education in a poor community. One day 
he hopes to teach English to the children in his community.

Danny is a great example of how SchoolBOX volunteers have changed a child’s life.

.

Danny’s Dream


