
Equator Classroom
Gracias a Dios School

San Juan de Rio Coco, Nicaragua

Together we can Make Education Possible

5th and 6th grade students share this classroom. 
They are soaked by the rain due to the leaky roof.

/schoolboxhelps @schoolboxhelps @ www.schoolbox.ca



Equator Classroom

For more info: schoolbox.ca/equator
or contact Sarah Kerr: sarah@schoolbox.ca

Donate: online at schoolbox.ca/equator
or by mail to SchoolBOX

PO BOX 201, Mill St. Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0

Project Breakdown:
1 Classroom: $18,000
2 Latrines: $1,000
Classroom Tools: $1,000
 (Desks, chairs, whiteboards)

School Statistics:
Students: 217
Teachers: 9
Kindergarten to Grade 9
Community Statistics:
130 Families
Avg 5 children per family
Avg Family Salary: $ 105 US/mth

The Gracias a Dios School is surrounded by 
coffee trees at the top of a mountain, 17 km from 
the town of San Juan de Rio Coco in Madriz, 
Nicaragua. 

In 1985, the community members banded 
together to give their children the opportunity to 
study by building some makeshift classrooms. 

The children never had an opportunity to 
study, because there was never a school in their 
community. The school hosts children from 5 other 

different small communities in the area. Some children have to 
walk up to 2 hours in each direction to study on a daily basis.

Over the years, different government entities helped build 
and improve the school conditions. At the moment, there are 
still 8 classroom standing. However, the first classroom built 
31 years ago is in terrible condition. The structural columns 
are not reinforced, wooden roof beams are falling apart due 
to termite damage and poor ventilation inside the classroom 
lead to a miserable learning experience. 

Project Cost:
$20,000 USD

Community members work mostly in agriculture and coffee 
harvesting. They are waiting with open arms to work alongside 
the SchoolBOX staff and volunteers from Equator Coffee 
Roasters in Canada to build their brand new classrooms.

Let’s work together with this amazing community to ‘Make 
Education Possible’!

Since 2010, Equator Coffee Roasters 
has been supporting SchoolBOX. 
Through their support, SchoolBOX has 
built an Equator Classroom and helped 
empower 12K+ students to get a basic 
education in Nicaragua. The classroom  
at the Gracias a Dios School is the second 
Equator classroom in Nicaragua.


