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Antonia Garcia de Toruño School

School Statistics:
Students: 230
Teachers: 9
Kindergarten to Grade 6
Community Statistics:
387 families
Avg 3 children per family
Avg Family Salary: $120US/mth

Project Breakdown:
1 Classroom: $18,000
Tools: $1,100
(Desks, chairs, whiteboards)

Project Cost:
$19,100 USD

For more info: schoolbox.ca/projects2018
or contact Sarah Kerr: sarah@schoolbox.ca

Donate: online at schoolbox.ca/projects2018
or by mail to SchoolBOX

PO BOX 201, Mill St. Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0

When Hurricaine Mitch struck in 1998, Antonia Garcia de Toruño 
School was completely destroyed. The children spent two years 
without any proper classroom, studying inside the houses of 
generous community members. Eventually four new classrooms 
were built in the mid-2000s to accomodate 85 students from 
grades 1-6. The community was overjoyed to have a place for 
their children to study, but enrollment soon skyrocketed to its 
current level of 230 students. 

With merely four classrooms, there is not nearly enough space 
for all 230 students to attend class and so the teachers are 
forced to split the students into a morning and afternoon shift. 
Teacher Lisseth Sandoval is concerned about her 28 preschool 
students who have to attend classes in the afternoon, walking 
through streams and peanut feilds to get there on their own as 
their parents are out working in the afternoons. Parents see the 
conditions their children face at this school and decide to enrol 
them elsewhere or simply keep them at home to work.

Single mothers households are the norm in this community, 
with most mothers working in nearby textile factories or in 
the peanut and sugar cane fields. Children here grow up with 
very little, but they realize that getting an education is the best 
chance they have to overcome poverty and have a a brighter 
future. 

Together we can provide a brand new classroom for the 
kindergarten students of Antonia Garcia de Toruño School so 
they have a safe place to begin receiving their education!


