
Dear Friends,

‘Once Upon a Time...’  is how the best stories start. Many of you are familiar with 
the SchoolBOX story. Tom Affleck gave two little girls in northern Nicaragua the 
simple gift of a notebook and pencil.  The grateful father responded, “Now that you 
have a notebook and pencil, you can go to school this year.”  This moment inspired 
SchoolBOX’s humble beginnings and is our very own “Once Upon a Time”.
I became a part of the SchoolBOX story early on as the very first international 
volunteer.  Since that trip in 2007, I have been amazed by how SchoolBOX has 
grown and flourished. Year after year, new chapters are written and new characters 
are added to the SchoolBOX family. I’m so happy to announce that the newest 
SchoolBOX family member arrived Friday Oct 24, 2014.  Congratulations to Tom & 
Sarah and their new baby girl, Hannah Grace Affleck!  
Earlier this year, I had the heart-warming experience of reading to the students at 
the Marcos Lainez School.  Many of these children had never seen a book before.  
It was a joy to watch them engage, anticipate and laugh while enjoying the simple 
story. It is hard to imagine that many children do not learn to read because of the 
lack of simple school supplies. This is the basic education that SchoolBOX strives to 
make possible.      
By the end of 2014, SchoolBOX will have built a total of 62 classrooms.  16,078 
students and teachers in 84 communities will have received their annual school 
supply packages.   We are proud to report that all SchoolBOX constructed schools 
receive school supplies; have mini-libraries and related training; and have the 
opportunity to participate in Soccer Dreams tournaments. 
A rich story indeed!  But it would not be possible without the love and support of 
you, our wonderful donors and volunteers.  Thank you for being such an indelible 
part of this remarkable story and helping to Make Education Possible for thousands 
of deserving children.   

With love and thanks,

Michelle Kay - Acting Executive Director

Christmas 2014

Another Amazing Year!
Over half of the children in Nicaragua do not 
have the chance to finish primary school.  
We are changing that reality together, by 
‘Making Education Possible’.  From Jan. to 
Nov. 2014, SchoolBOX has:

• Provided 16,078 students and their 
teachers with school supplies

• Built 10 classrooms (2 more            
will be completed by year end)

• Built/Reconstructed 8 Washrooms 
• Constructed 2 Sports Fields
• Provided 10 schools with mini-     

libraries and 92 teachers with 
essential library training

• Hosted 6 regional Soccer Dreams 
Tournaments, involving 24 schools

• Hosted 95 international volunteers 
in Nicaragua.
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Top Photo: Students at the Cristo Rey School in Tipitapa 
receiving their educational packages

Matching Funds for Monthly Donors 
A very generous anonymous donor 
has come forward to offer matching 
funds to the first 50 friends who 
sign up as monthly donors before 
Christmas.  See back page for details.



SchoolBOX Stories

Shirley Case was a Canadian aid worker 
tragically killed in Afghanistan when she 
was just 30 years old. Her friends and 
family decided to turn their grief into 
hope for the children of Nicaragua.

Shirley’s ‘Superninjas’ have rallied to 
raise funds to build three schools, deliver 
four mini-libraries and provide classroom 
tools for many communities in Nicaragua.

The 3rd Shirley Case School, La Pintora,  
was inaugurated in September and 
students were overjoyed. They had been 
studying in a converted chicken coop 
after their school was destroyed by an 
earthquake earlier this year.

School officials believe that enrolment 
is going to significantly increase next 
school year as children flock to the brand 
new school.

Shirley’s schools are a great example of 
how tragedy can be turned into hope!

In July of 2014, the third Brett School was 
inaugurated in Masaya. The school was a 
triumph for the community as they have 
been waiting over fourteen years for a safe 
and secure learning environment for their 
children.

The four-classroom, four-washroom school 
with water fountains and a sports field was 
built in memory of Brett Bentley Crawford, 
a dear friend of SchoolBOX founder, Tom 
Affleck.  This school was actually the second 
school in her honour that was opened in 
Nicaragua in 2014, with the other school 
being opened in Tipitapa earlier this year. 

SchoolBOX is happy and honoured to 
announce that the fourth Brett School 
will be built in 2015, in Ciudad Sandino just 
outside of Managua. We wish to thank all 
of our fantastic and loyal donors for their 
continued support. Your generosity is truly 
‘Making Education Possible’.

The community of Asuncion Oviedo 
was brought to tears this November as 
SchoolBOX completed construction of 
two classrooms for their overpopulated 
school. 

The build was difficult as community 
volunteers and our construction team 
faced heavy rains that caused many 
problems.

Despite these challenges, the classrooms 
were completed on time.  They will 
provide much needed relief for the 700+ 
students at the school as they will no 
longer be learning outside or in unsafe 
conditions.

SchoolBOX wishes to thank the Calgary 
community and Building Walls of 
Wisdom for their continued support. You 
have provided countless children the gift 
of a basic education for generations to 
come!

Shirley Case Legacy Continues
The Third Brett School: 

Giving Hope to a Community
Asuncion Oviedo School:  
Continued Loyal Support

Richard and Lori Crawford from the Brett Bentley Crawford Foundation laying the ceremonial first bricks at the now completed Brett #3 School



SchoolBOX Success

Amazing People in Nicaragua!
The second CTV Amazing People Gala 
was held in February 2014 and raised 
funds to build 2 schools and send 6 
Ottawa-area youth to Nicaragua to 
participate in a volunteer build trip.
In July, the group of young volunteers 
helped to build the Marcos Lainez 
School. They were joined by past Gala 
chair, Eric Collard. 
In November, ground was broken on 
the 2nd Gala school at Los Salgados. 
Thank you to the entire CTV Amazing 
People Gala Organizing Committee.  
You are Amazing!

Photo Above: AP Gala scholarship team, 
with past Gala chair, Eric Collard (far right)

‘Making Education Possible’ in Nicaragua is only achieved through our 
passionate base of dedicated volunteers and supporters.  Since our humble 
beginnings, 445 international volunteers have made their way to Nicaragua 
to participate in a build.  We would love to see you in Nicaragua next year.  

Check out www.schoolbox.ca/volunteer for more details!

Kids Love to Read! 
SchoolBOX delivered  ten mini-libraries to their partner schools as part of the Books 4 
Kids program this year.  In total, 2800+ students benefited from a selection of text books, 
story books, picture books and reference books. We also had the pleasure of training 92 
teachers in reading creatively to children, in using silent reading as a tool and in the art of 
book organization and care. The mini-library training was so successful, that the Ministry 
of Education requested we provide our training to teachers from other schools!  Books are 
desperately needed as they provide schools with teaching materials and help unleash  the 
creativity and imagination of our students.

Soccer Dreams 
24 schools played in 6 regional tournaments around Nicaragua in 2014.  120 girls and 120 
boys had the pleasure of representing their schools on the soccer pitch and loved every 
minute of it!
This year, SchoolBOX introduced workshops at each school before the tournaments to 
involve even more children. The workshops helped to develop soccer skills and reinforce 
the rules of the game, but they also provided an opportunity to encourage children to get 
a basic education.  The goal of the workshops was to give kids incentive to attend school 
and do well as only the dedicated students are selected to represent their school at a Soccer 
Dreams Tournament. 

Photo Above: SchoolBOX champions Ron Arsenault 
and Joan Wyatt (blue hats) helping to lay the first 

ceremonial blocks at the Los Salgados school.



Give the Gift of Education this Year!

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please complete the form below and mail to SchoolBOX.

Name: _________________    Email: ______________________

GIFT DESCRIPTION               QTY              COST/EA                TOTAL
School Supply Package          __________       x $5.00         _________________ 
Desk and Chair                        __________       x $25.00       _________________
Books for a Library                 __________       x $50.00       _________________
                                                                  Grand Total:     _________________

□  I WOuLD LIKE TO GIvE MONTHLY AND HAvE MY GIFT MATCHED!
Amount (circle):      $10       $25       $50        Other: _________
Is there a specific Project, Program or School you would like to support? 
If so please indicate here: ___________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION□ Cheque enclosed

□ I would like to pay by credit card:                       

Type: □ VISA      □ Mastercard

Credit Card Number:  
__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __  

Expiry (MM/YY):  __ __/__ __        
Card Security Number:  __ __ __       
Card Holder Name:  _________________

Mail to:              SchoolBOX
PO BOX 201, Mill Street,
Almonte, ON KOA 1A0

Questions?  Contact Michelle at 
michelle@schoolbox.ca or 613-558-7202.

SchoolBOX Inc. is a registered Canadian Charity, No. 83870 1324 RR0001. All donations over $20 are tax deductible.

1 Educational Package
$5

1 Desk and Chair 10 Library Books

Make this holiday season special for children in Nicaragua.  Empower children in Nicaragua to get a basic education 
by giving your loved ones these unique gifts.  They are the perfect gift for that hard to buy friend, family member, 

or teacher on your Christmas list.   

To buy online 
1. Go to schoolbox.ca/gifts
2. Click on the appopriate gift. 

You will be redirected to 
canadahelps.org.

3. In the Message/Instructions 
section please indicate ‘Gift 
of Education’, your email, and 
which gifts you are purchasing.

We can send you e-cards to print for 
your loved ones.

$25 $50

Become a monthly donor 
and your generosity will be 

matched!
To celebrate another fantastic 
year, an anonymous donor has 
offered to provide matching 
funds to the first 50 people who 
sign up to be monthly donors 
before Christmas!  Please share 
this great opportunity with your 

friends.

Visit www.schoolbox.ca/donate or 
fill out the form below. 

The SchoolBOX Hoodie & Long Sleeve Shirt
A Must-Have Gift for Everyone on your Christmas List

For every hoodie or long sleeve shirt 
sold this Christmas season, four 
educational packages will be donated 
to students and teachers in Nicaragua.

Prices:  
Hoodies (child/adult): $40/$50  
Long Sleeve (ladies fit/performance): $35/$45 
A wide range of sizes are available.

To order, go to www.schoolbox.ca/hoodie
This campaign is only open until Dec 8 and orders will be shipped by Dec 18. 

 


