
Dear Friends,

In 2007, I met Tom Affleck just after he had given two girls in northern Nicaragua 
simple gifts of notebooks and pencils. He told me that the father of one of the girls 
had turned to her and said, “Now that you have a notebook and a pencil, you can 
go to school this year.” These simple words had a profound impact on Tom and 
inspired so many, including myself, to join with SchoolBOX. So little was required to 
‘Make Education Possible’ for a child; a few dollars worth of school supplies opened 
up a world of opportunity.

About an hour after meeting Tom, I decided to help him fundraise, to learn Spanish, 
and to travel to Nicaragua to build the first SchoolBOX school. We worked hard to 
raise the funds for the school’s construction and then spent months in Nicaragua 
building it. We shoveled rocks, carried blocks and mixed cement by hand with 
community leaders, teachers and students. It was beautiful. I completely fell in love 
with the children of Nicaragua and with SchoolBOX.

After a long day in the sweltering Nicaraguan sun, Tom turned to me and said, “I 
think we should try and build 50 schools.” It seemed impossible but I completely 
agreed.  With over half of the kids in Nicaragua out of school, how could we not at 
least try?

Here we are six years later and SchoolBOX has just broken ground on the 
construction of our 50th classroom in Nicaragua. It is humbling to think of the 
hundreds of volunteers and thousands of donors who have helped make this 
possible. We certainly couldn’t have done it alone. Thank you for your incredible 
support. It is making an amazing difference in the lives of tens of thousands of 
children.

With love and thanks,

Sarah Kerr
Executive Director

Christmas 2013

An Amazing Year

In Nicaragua, half of the children do 
not finish primary school. Together we 
are changing that reality by Making 
Education Possible. From Jan. to Nov. 
2013, SchoolBOX has:

•  Provided 15,496 children and their 
     teachers  with school supplies.

•  Built 8 classrooms (9th underway)

•  Built 5 Washrooms, 1 Sports Field

•  Provided 10 schools with mini-
     libraries and teacher training 

•  Hosted 5 regional Soccer Dreams 
     Tournaments, involving 20 schools.

•  Hosted 69 international volunteers 
     in Nicaragua.

Matching Funds for 50 Gifts
In celebration of our 50th Classroom, an 
amazing anonymous donor has offered 
to provide matching funds to the first 50 
friends who sign up as monthly donors 
before Christmas.  See back page for details.

Newsletter

Top Photo: Sarah Kerr and Ronald Chavarria deliver the 
15,000th package of educational supplies in 2013.



SchoolBOX Stories

Shirley Case is a Canadian hero who 
passed away tragically while working 
to empower children in Afghanistan. In 
honour and love of Shirley, her family 
and friends have raised the funds to build 
2 amazing schools in Nicaragua. 

In 2013, Shirley’s passion for education 
continued to empower the 300+ kids  
in her schools. Shirley’s community 
also reached out to provide 4 new 
communities with Books 4 Kids mini 
libraries.  We are so thankful to Shirley’s 
community for carrying on her life’s 
mission to be the change in the world. 

Craig and Amber Hall at Equator Coffee 
Roasters in Almonte, ON have been 
incredible champions of SchoolBOX.  In 
2011, they began donating 10 cents to 
SchoolBOX for every pound of coffee sold.  
From there, they came to Nicaragua to see 
the impact of their support.  While visiting 
SchoolBOX projects, they decided to fund 
the construction of a school for a coffee 
growing community in northern Nicaragua.

In May of this year, a team of staff and 
friends from Equator came to open the new 
‘Equator School’ (photo below).  Thanks to 
Equator and the CTV Amazing People Gala 
for sponsoring this amazing project.  

Read about their journey here: www.equator.ca/
blog/equator-schoolbox-adventure

Jennette Affleck is the wonderful Mom 
of SchoolBOX founder Tom Affleck. As a 
retired teacher, she knows the importance 
of education. Jennette was crucial to the 
creation and success of SchoolBOX, and 
has travelled to Nicaragua at least 7 times 
to help build schools.

This year, the Chague #2 community in 
North West Nicaragua decided to name 
their new 4 classroom school after 
Jennette. It is a wonderful tribute to an 
educator who has devoted her life to 
helping children get a basic education.

Construction of a final classroom and 
sports field at the Jennette Affleck 
School are scheduled to be completed 
by Christmas. Huge thanks goes to our 
volunteers, ‘Ambassadors’ in Toronto & 
Calgary and Building Walls of Wisdom for 
making this amazing school possible.

Books 4 Kids Libraries:
Shirley Case legacy reaches 

 four new schools

The Equator School: 
Going beyond Fair Trade to 
‘Make Education Possible’

The Jennette Affleck School:  
Honouring a life long teacher



SchoolBOX Celebrates

Tools 4 Schools
•  50th classroom  (under construction)
•  2 classrooms reconstructed
•  34 washrooms built

Late last fall, nearly 500 people came 
out to celebrate with AP Gala founders 
Kimothy Walker and Eric Collard, at 
the Ottawa Convention Centre.  That 
magical night helped to raise nearly 
$50,000 for SchoolBOX.  This money 
helped us build 2 schools in Nicaragua 
and provided 6 scholarships for 
Ottawa youth to travel to Nicaragua 
with SchoolBOX.  Those youth in turn 
sponsored our SchoolBOX Soccer 
Dreams program! 

The second CTV Amazing People Gala 
is scheduled for February 22, 2014. Visit 
schoolbox.ca/gala to get your tickets. 

Photo below: AP Gala scholarship team.

Brett #2 School opened in November 2013

Soccer Dreams
•  13 soccer tournaments
•  3 sports areas built
•  627 kids from 61 teams

Books 4 Kids
•  17 mini-libraries created
•  9368 books delivered
•  115 teachers trained

Supplies 4 Success
•  63,249 educational packages 
•  267,819 notebooks to kids
•  Working with 77 communities

‘Making Education Possible’ could not happen without the incredible 
passion and dedication of our 350 international volunteers or without 
the generosity of each of you.  We hope you can celebrate SchoolBOX’s 

success with us this holiday season. Here are our results to date:



Give a SchoolBOX Gift from the Heart

Gifts from the Heart
These make great presents, 

e-cards and stocking stuffers.  
Who wouldn’t want a toilet for 

Christmas?  Especially when that 
toilet keeps kids in school! 

To buy online 
1) Go to schoolbox.ca/donate.

2) Click ‘Donate Now’. You will be 
redirected to canadahelps.org.
3) In the Message/Instructions 

section please indicate ‘Gifts from 
the Heart’, your email, and which 

gift cards you are purchasing.

We will send you e-cards to print 
as gifts for your loved ones.

Matching Funds for 50 Gifts
To celebrate our 50th classroom, 
an amazing anonymous donor has 
offered to provide matching funds 
to the first 50 people who sign up 

to be monthly donors.  

Visit www.schoolbox.ca/donate or 
fill out the form below. 

*Up to $20,000 in matching funds are 
available. Please, lets make this count!

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please complete the form below and mail to SchoolBOX.

Name: _________________    Email: ______________________

GIFT DESCRIPTION               QTY              COST/EA                TOTAL
School Supply Package          __________       x $5.00         _________________ 
Desk and Chair                        __________       x $25.00       _________________
Books for a Library                 __________       x $50.00       _________________
Toilet for a School                   __________      x 100.00       _________________
                                                                  Grand Total:     _________________

□  I WOuLD LIKE TO GIVE MONTHLY AND HAVE MY GIFT MATCHED!
Amount (circle):      $10       $25       $50        Other: _________
Is there a specific Project, Program or School you would like to support? 
If so please indicate here: ___________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION□ Cheque enclosed

□ I would like to pay by credit card:                       

Type: □ VISA      □ Mastercard

Credit Card Number:  
__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __  

Expiry (MM/YY):  __ __/__ __        
Card Security Number:  __ __ __       
Card Holder Name:  _________________

Mail to:              SchoolBOX
PO BOX 201, Mill Street,
Almonte, ON KOA 1A0

Questions?  Contact Michelle at 
michelle@schoolbox.ca or 613-558-7202.

SchoolBOX Inc. is a registered Canadian Charity, No. 83870 1324 RR0001. All donations are tax deductible.

1 Educational Package

10 Library Books 1 School Toilet

1 Desk and Chair
$5

$50 $100

$25


