
facebook.com/schoolboxhelps @schoolboxhelps

www.schoolbox.ca

 1 

Fundraising Ideas for 
Professionals and Businesses

CTV Amazing People Gala organizing committee 2012

SchoolBOX 10th Birthday Latin Fiesta SkyDive 4 SchoolBOX

Preparing Party Favours for the AP Gala.

@schoolboxhelps
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SKYDIVE 4 SchoolBOX

Workplace Pop-Up Sale
Pat Bergeron works for an airline, and he has learned 
the art of finding his fundraising niche.  Have you ever 
noticed how hungry you can get at an airport? Even with 
all the food options available, none of it is really what 
you want. So you end up with a muffin.

Not with Pat at the ready. Fly on a good day and you’ll 
find him ready with a BBQ or Spaghetti dinner and a 
50/50 raffle to pass the time between flights and shifts. 
Taking advantage of the shifts and the sheer volume of 
people, Pat’s fundraiser can bring in $1000.  So whether 
its private dining for flight crews in the lunch room or al 
fresco on the side of the airport, it is airport food with a 
singularly appetizing flavor: yummy with a bit of charity 
thrown in!

If you don't work at an airport, or if putting on a full meal 
seems daunting, have a bake sale in the lunch room or 
in a common area. Anything to let your coworkers and 
others learn about what you are doing is great!

Jump out of a plane to support SchoolBOX?  
Absolutely!  In 2011, SchoolBOX had a slightly unusual 
fundraiser through SKYDIVE Toronto.  It makes sense, 
though, if you happen to love to skydive!

Skydive Toronto owners Joe Chow and wife Claire 
came down to visit SchoolBOX in Nicaragua in 2011.  
Impressed by what they saw, the Chows decided to 
sponsor a soccer court at the Shirley Case School.  
This led to friends of SKYDIVE and SchoolBOX raising 
money to make the daring leap!  This was a great way 
for Joe and Claire to use their business to support 
SchoolBOX and give participants the experience of a 
lifetime! Moreover, they donated $1 from every jump 
in 2012 to 'Make Education Possible!'
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Breakfast for SchoolBOX

A Bigger Bake Sale
Although Mike and Millie Maloney’s Cake Auction began as a fundraiser for a different cause, they 
quickly turned this delicious idea into an incredible, edible fundraiser that helps multiple causes and 
that the entire community enjoys.  

Fulton's Pancake House, Pakenham & Cedar 
Hill United Church host an annual pancake 
breakfast in support of SchoolBOX. In this 
simple event the local pancake house makes a 
delicious breasfast and people come from all 
round to have a fantastic breakfast that helps 
a great cause before they go to their regular 
church service. 

If you or anyone you know owns a restaurant 
or bakery, give it a try! Organize volunteers to 
cook and serve, sell tickets or charge an entry 
fee and invite everyone you know!

Tip: host it before or after another event that 
way you can get even more people to come!

Mike and Millie both worked for local schools.  For 
one day— for a really good cause—the teachers, 
administrators, and students let their sweet tooths 
out for a Cake Auction.  The students spend a week 
raising money to bid on a “Have Your Cake and Eat 
It Too” Cake.  But this is no simple fundraiser.  This 
is an intense competition.  Classes compete to raise 
the most funds.  Then, the day of the big reveal 
arrives and the pocket books open!  Each cake—
works of art and creativity that increase in scale, 
complexity, and sheer jaw-dropping extravagance 
each year—is baked by a teacher or parent.  And 
they are stunning!



Golf 4 Kids
Every year as the summer begins, SchoolBOX former 
board member Mike Maloney plans a great day of golf 
and dining for all. Mike has done a fantastic job of making 
it all inclusive offering a full 18 holes followed by dinner 
for the golf enthuaists, nine-and-dine for the fairweather 
golfers and just dinner for those that are not so excited 
about 18 holes. Regardless of age and skill level there is 
something for everyone!

With generous sponsors, contests, prizes and a great meal 
it is no wonder that this event has become a favourite for 
people in the area.

Want to do something similar? Work with your local 
businesses to see if they will donate tee times, food or 
prizes, then charge a participation costs. Be sure to have 
a team of volunteers to manage registration, set-up and 
running the event so everything goes smoothly.
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Latin Fiesta
Every autumn the awesome folks of Almonte put on a big party - or fiesta as they like to call it.

Friends, families and supporters from around the Ottawa Region attend the SchoolBOX Latin Fiesta. 
It is fun-filled evening for all that highlights the successes of SchoolBOX. Young and old alike enjoy 
great music and informative presentations from SchoolBOX Ambassadors. It is a true testament to 
SchoolBOX’s network of supporters.

The event includes food and beverages, live and 
silent actuions, entartainment and so much more! 
Every year this event raises thousands of dollars for 
SchoolBOX.

What could be a better way to show people how 
fun fundrasing can be!  All you need is donations 
of items for autions (tickets, art, furniture, gift 
certificates), food, entertainment and volunteers 
to set up and sell tickets. When you get a whole 
community involved, it all comes together easily. 



Other Ideas!
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Raffles or 50/50: Couple your event with a raffle that includes employee perks or donations from 
your employeer.  (Pat has donated airline tickets.)

Cocktail Parties: Host a party for your friends and associates. This is a good way to make it personal 
to them and an opportunity for them to ask questions.

Workshops: Ask a skilled friend or instructor to give an introductory session free, and then charge 
tickets for SchoolBOX.  E.g., Dance class, drumming circle, yoga class, native art workshop.  

Bar and Pub Nights: Get your local watering hole to donate a percentage or the entire night’s cover 
to SchoolBOX.  

Online Auction: Curate a collection of items donated from your favourite businesses around town 
and put them up for auction online. Invite your colleagues, family and friends to start bidding!

Lunch & Learn! Put up posters, invited your colleagues and order some pizza while you present 
information about SchoolBOX and your upcoming volunteer experience!

Ask your manager/company or a local business to match the funds you raise! It is a simple way to 
double your impact, add incentive for people to donate and encourage a little Corporate Social 
Responsibility too!

Equator's Continued Giving

Craig and Amber Hall turned their business into a social enterprise. 
Equater Coffee in Almonte sells ‘Beans 4 Dreams’ coffee. Every bag 
you purchase provides $5 to buy a package of educational supplies 
for one child in Central America (including notebooks, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, eraser, and ruler). That means one bag of coffee gives 
one child the chance to study!

Amber and Craig have also led several of their 
staff and customers to build two schools in 
Nicaraguan coffee regions, and they also 
helped to fund those schools. 

If you're not a coffee shop owner, try 
donating a portion of your businesses goods 
or services to SchoolBOX. People like an 
excuse to buy your product and do good at 
the same time!


