
A Chance Encounter
In 2006, Tom Affleck gave two little 
girls in Nicaragua notebooks and 
pencils. The father of one of the girls 
beamed and said, ‘now that you have 
a notebook and a pencil you can go 
to school this year.’ The SchoolBOX 
movement was born.

Fast forward to 2011. Through a 
chance encounter, Tom was able to 
find the two little girls who sparked 
the SchoolBOX movement.

Yessenia dreams of becoming a doctor 
and Sandra strives to become a 
veterinarian. They are still in school. 
Their hopes and dreams live on 
through education.

Above: 2006 and 2011 photos
    

Dear Friends,

Almost 10 years ago a group of women in the poor neighbourhood of La 
Primavera, Managua (the capital city of Nicaragua) started a primary school 
under a tree. With no money, no government support, no building and little 
formal education, these woman stepped out in faith believing that they could 
make a difference. They invested everything they had—and more—while 
Making Education Possible.

Their perseverance paid off. SchoolBOX is building a new school in La 
Primavera. It took our team three years and 500+ hours to get this project 
off the ground, but construction has finally begun. The 8-classroom 
facility will be named in honour of my late friend Brett Crawford. This amazing 
new school will empower as many as 400 children to get a basic education.

As we approach the Christmas season, I am so grateful that we have held 
onto the SchoolBOX dream. I cannot begin to express my gratitude for your 
support. Together, we have accomplished more than we could have ever 
imagined.

On behalf of the children in La Primavera and the 50 other communities that 
we partner in Nicaragua please accept our sincerest Muchas Gracias. 

With gratitude,

 

Tom Affleck, President

Christmas 2011
Newsletter
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Equator Coffee  
& SchoolBOX
Equator Coffee has been instrumental 
in the success of SchoolBOX. Equator 
is a growing coffee roaster located in 
Almonte, SchoolBOX’s birthplace. Over 
the years, they have provided funds and 
awareness for SchoolBOX to help bring 
our organization to the next level.

Through the first 3 quarters of 2011, 
Equator provided the following for 
SchoolBOX:

• $11,284.15 in funds directed towards 
SchoolBOX projects

• Sponsorship of the Cycle 4 SchoolBOX 
presented by Sleep Country Canada

• Coffee for the Cycle 4 SchoolBOX 
campaign, and various SchoolBOX 
events

Equator Coffee donates 10 cents per 
pound of coffee roasted to SchoolBOX, 
and $5 from the sale of every bag of Beans 
4 Dreams coffee goes to SchoolBOX.

Why not treat yourself to some of 
Equator’s delicious Beans 4 Dreams 
Coffee? Enjoy amazing coffee while 
Making Education Possible.

To order, please visit: 
www.schoolbox.ca/beans4dreams.htm 
or call Jacqui at Equator Coffee Roasters:  
613-256-5960.  Send email orders to 
order@equator.ca

Cycle 4  
SchoolBOX —Success!
Ilan Levy cycled 8249 kilometres across 
Canada in 2011. Cycle 4 SchoolBOX 
presented by Sleep Country has been 
SchoolBOX’s largest campaign to date, 
and helped raise over $87,000. In addition 
to the large amount of money raised, the 
campaign garnered over 40 media pieces 
for SchoolBOX across Canada.

Ilan Levy helped bring the message of 
SchoolBOX beyond our community, 
and inspired countless Canadians as he 
travelled from Vancouver to St. John’s over 
81 days.

The campaign raised enough money to 
purchase 8000 educational packages and 
build 4+ classrooms in Central America 
The awareness and the inspiration 
generated by Cycle 4 SchoolBOX cannot 
be measured. 

SchoolBOX would like to thank Ilan for his 
wonderful gifts for our organisation.

Meet Robinson
Meet Robinson. He is a happy 12 
year old who lives in Monte Olivo 
in Nicaragua. He is getting an 
education, and aspires to break 
the cycle of poverty he currently 
experiences.

Robinson was not always so 
happy. He was an elementary 
school drop-out, which is a very 
common occurrence in Nicaragua. 
SchoolBOX first met Robinson at 
the end of March this year when 
we began building a new school 
for his community. He was very 
shy but eager to help as we started 
construction in the community.

As more of the volunteer groups 
started interacting with Robinson, 
he became more confident. It was 
apparent that Robinson was not 
going to school. In May, a concerned 
SchoolBOX volunteer befriended 
Robinson. She told him how much 
she cared about him and that we 
believed in him. Robinson couldn’t 
stop crying. It was clear to all of 
us that no one had encouraged 
him before. Knowing that someone 
believed in him changed Robinson’s 
life. He returned to school and is 
getting a basic education.

Robinson is one of the many 
stories that define SchoolBOX as 
an organization. Together, we are 
giving him the tools he needs to 
succeed.

SchoolBOX News

Volunteers selling Beans 4 Dreams Equator Coffee.
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Student Educational Package ($5/ea)
Empower a young student to get an 
education with a package of educational 
supplies (contains notebooks, pencils, 
pencil sharpener, ruler and eraser). For 
$100, you can help 20 children go to 
school.

Teacher Supply Package ($5/ea)
Supply a teacher with the necessary 
materials for their classrooms. (contains 
notebooks, dry erase markers, pencils, 
pens, eraser, ruler and pencil sharpener). 
For $50, you can help 10 teachers convey 
their lessons more effectively.

White Board and Markers ($30/ea)
Teachers in Nicaragua want white boards. 
They love them! Bring joy to teachers and 
help them to make education possible for 
the children. $300 enhances education in 
10 classrooms.

Outhouses ($300/ea)
Sadly, many schools in rural areas do not 
have running water or toilets. This can lead 
to serious health problems. For $600 you 
can provide outhouses for 2 schools.

Mini Soccer Tournament ($1000/ea)
For some students, playing sports is 
the only thing that sparks their interest 

in attending school. These soccer 
tournaments provide an opportunity for 
students to travel to other schools and to 
develop their school spirit. The mini soccer 
tournament includes uniforms for 6 teams 
of 10 boys and girls, equipment, transport, 
and referees. The equipment will be 
reused by the participating schools at the 
conclusion of the tournament.

Mini Library for a School ($2,750)
Imagine a school with no books. In 
Nicaragua, this is a reality amongst the 
majority of our partner schools. $2750 
provides a mixture of reference and 
textbooks to aid in the learning process, 
and picture and story books to help 
unleash creativity and the love of reading 
amongst teachers and children. The books 
will be housed in a lockable cabinet, and 
all teachers will be given training on how 
to teach with books and read to children 
in an effective, creative, and nurturing 
manner.

Classroom ($10,000/ea)
Population growth and urbanization have 
led to a chronic shortage of classrooms 
in Nicaragua. Help move a class or school 
indoors by building a new classroom. This 
is a great fundraising project.

Pencils &  
Erasers as Gifts?
Consider donating to SchoolBOX 
this holiday season. The gifts listed 
to the left can make great presents, 
or stocking stuffers.

Monthly Giving
Give the gift of education year 
round. Monthly or quarterly 
donations are a great way to budget 
your giving throughout the year.

$5 a month provides 12 educational 
packages in a year, and $20 a 
month equips a classroom with 
supplies for a complete year. To 
donate monthly, send cheques to 
the address below or visit  
www.schoolbox.ca/monthly.

Give the Gift of  
Education this Year

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please fill in the form below to order your unique SchoolBOX gift this holiday season.

Make cheques payable to SchoolBOX Inc.  and mail to:

SchoolBOX c/o Treasurer  
PO Box 201, Mill Street 
Almonte, Ontario 
K0A 1A0   Canada
Please send instructions for the quantity of thank you cards to be sent.

To purchase a unique gift online,  please go to: www.schoolbox.ca/gifts
To donate monthly, please send post-dated cheques and details to the above SchoolBOX Inc. address.

GIFT DESCRIPTION QTY COST/EA TOTAL

Student Educational Package x $5.00

Teacher’s Supply Package x $5.00

White Board and Markers x $30.00

Outhouses x $300.00

Mini Soccer Tournament x $1,000.00

Mini Library x $2,750.00

Classroom x $10,000.00

GRAND TOTAL
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2011 Results
Here’s what we have accomplished 
together from January to October 
this year:

• Provided 11,327 educational 
packages to students and teachers

• Hosted our 200th international 
volunteer

• Built our 27th classroom

• Expanded our programs to reach 
50 communities in 5 regions of 
Nicaragua

• Enjoyed coast-to-coast media 
coverage with the Cycle 4 
SchoolBOX campaign

  2012 Goals
In 2011, SchoolBOX increased their educational footprint in Central America thanks to 
your generous support.

By the end of 2012, SchoolBOX hopes to:

• Build 20 new classrooms in Central America

• Create 20 mini libraries

• Distribute 12,500 educational packages to students and teachers

• Organize multiple soccer tournaments for boys and girls in schools around Nicaragua

• Overhaul and re-launch our IYES (Indigenous Youth Empowering Students) Program

Volunteer Wrap Up
SchoolBOX welcomed over 100 volunteers to Nicaragua in 2011, from Canada, the United 
States, and even Australia. It was a monumental year for SchoolBOX. The volunteer 
program raises crucial funds and awareness for SchoolBOX. Volunteers help to build 
schools and encourage children to dream through education.

The volunteer program has changed countless lives in Nicaragua, and empowered 
volunteers to believe that they can make a difference. Coming to Nicaragua is a life-
changing experience.

A 9-day volunteer trip with SchoolBOX in Nicaragua includes: 

• All hotels, meals, transportation

• 2 bilingual guides

• Valuable time in the community constructing a school

• All activities (music, dance, markets, volcanoes)

SchoolBOX has spaces available on volunteer trips between February and August of 2012. 
For more information, please contact our volunteer coordinator at  
volunteer@schoolbox.ca.

“The SchoolBOX volunteer 
experience was a travel highlight 
for me. They wonderfully balance 
the hard work on the school site 
with cultural activities and R&R. 
Every logistical detail was taken 
care of and our comfort and safety 
was always the top priority.”

Jessica Chaikowsky,  
Volunteer 2011 / Champion of Shirley Case 
School build campaign

SchoolBOX Inc. 
PO Box 201, Mill Street 
Almonte, ON  K0A 1A0  Canada


