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Elvin with his notebooks

2012 was a year to 
celebrate for SchoolBOX!  
Together we built our 
40th classroom, launched 
our Books 4 Kids library 
program continued our 
Indigenous Youth and   
Volunteer Programs, 
provided 15,484 students 
and teachers with packages 
of educational supplies and 
expanded to more  regions 
of Nicaragua. 

We hope that you will 
consider  ‘Giving the 
Gift of Education’ to 
friends and loved ones 
this holiday season.  A 
donation of $5 empowers 
one child to get a primary 
education each year.  The 
impact is profound. Please 
see the back page of 
the newsletter for more 
details.

An Amazing Year

Dear Friends,

Our quest to ‘Make Education Possible’ began in 2006, when I gave a young girl in 
northern Nicaragua a notebook and a pencil.  This simple gift made it possible for her 
to go to school and sparked the dream that became SchoolBOX.   While we have 
grown since then, our community has maintained its grassroots approach and focused 
on simple, cost-effective programs to help kids in Nicaragua get a basic education.  

Working together, we have accomplished amazing things for the children.  With           
tremendous excitement, we provided our 200,000th notebook to students and teachers 
in Nicaragua this year.  Elvin, a 14-year-old grade 5 student living in an extremely poor 
community, was the recipient of this milestone notebook.  Basic school supplies are an 
incredible gift for Elvin, who struggles with his family to put food on the table. 

Over the course of the last 6 years, our work has positively impacted the lives of tens 
of thousands of children and opened the way for a brighter future in 65 communities 
in Nicaragua.  It is beautiful.  Thank you.

SchoolBOX really is a dream come true.  Please consider dreaming even more with us 
this holiday season as we prepare for an exciting year of  ‘Making Education Possible’ 
in 2013.     

Have a wonderful holiday season,

Tom Affleck, President



Since our construction team 
started building in 2008, we 
have completed a total of 40 
classrooms in Nicaragua.  

SchoolBOX worked overtime to 
build 15 classrooms in 2012.  It 
was an incredible effort and we 
are very proud of our Nicaraguan 
team for the awesome success. 

For more information on our 
completed classrooms, please go 
to www.schoolbox.ca/completed

    

In 2012, we launched our new 
Books 4 Kids mini-library program.   
Many of our partner schools lack 
even the most basic textbooks and 
reading materials.   Our goal with 
the Books 4 Kids program is to 
equip students and teachers with 
exciting and informative books that 
make learning fun!  

Each new mini-library is a collection 
of 250+ books including textbooks, 
dictionaries, encyclopedias, novels 
and story books.  

Along with the books, we provide 
schools with a beautiful globe, bright 
weatherproof bookshelves and 
storage containers to transport the 
books between classes.  We also offer 
library training for teachers to learn 
how to look after the books, teach 
creatively with the materials and 
encourage silent reading.  

Together we provided 5 Books 
4 Kids mini-libraries to schools 
this year.

For more information on the 
Books 4 Kids Program, visit 
www.schoolbox.ca/books
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SchoolBOX is very excited to 
have re-launched our Indigenous 
Youth Empowering Students 
(IYES) program in 2012.   We have 
now hosted First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit youth from 5 provinces 
and territories in Canada! 

It has been beautiful to see these 
youth sharing their time, love and 
cultures with the kids in Nicaragua.  
Helen Knott, our 2012 IYES 
Coordinator, explains the power 
of this creative program.  “IYES 
changed my life’s path and it gave me 
a new set of eyes to look through. If 
I, a young Indigenous single mother, 
could help change others’ lives on 
such a level, then there was nothing 
I couldn’t do.”  

For more information on 
the IYES Program, please go 
to www.schoolbox.ca/iyes

NEW!

4 classrooms at Shirley Case  2

3 classrooms at Nuevo Amenecer

IYES group visiting Brett’s School 
construction in Nicaragua, July 2012



SchoolBOX News

Where Your Money Goes

International Volunteer Program

We are so thankful for the incredible generosity of our grassroots 
network of donors.  We continue to keep our overhead costs to a 
minimum, with no fancy salaries or flashy offices.   Over 80% of every 
dollar we receive goes directly to our work in Nicaragua.  We are 
so grateful to Sleep Country Canada, who provides free office space 
and services to SchoolBOX in Toronto, saving us tens of thousands 
of dollars over the last 3 years.     

This year we were so fortunate 
to be the recipient charity of 
the CTV Amazing People Gala 
in Ottawa. Over 500 people 
attended the Gala!

Our very own Jon Tam was 
featured as one of Ottawa’s 
Amazing People.  Jon gave up 
his corporate job in Europe 
to come and ‘Make Education 
Possible’ with us in Nicaragua.

Today, his work with SchoolBOX 
impacts the lives of thousands 
of children and inspires people 
around the world to reach out 
and make a difference for kids.

We are truly grateful for Jon’s 
dedication to SchoolBOX.

Jon Tam with CTV’s Kimothy Walker

OUR AMAZING PERSON 

Jon Tam

We are so thankful to the hundreds of people who have saved their vacation 
time and money to travel to Nicaragua with us to help build schools.  It is through 
their dedication, fundraising and passion that we have been able to build 40 
classrooms.  We love that this program provides so much transparency for our 
volunteers and supporters.  People can come down and work on the projects 
they fund, play with the kids and return home to share the impact that SchoolBOX 
is having in Nicaragua.  

We depend on our volunteers to encourage children to dream.  Their love has 
transformed communities and allowed kids to believe in their capacity to succeed.  

This program is far from a one-way street.  Volunteers receive so much love from 
the communities and children we work with.  Volunteers leave Nicaragua feeling 
empowered and cognizant of their potential to make a difference in the world.  Join 
us for a life-changing adventure in Nicaragua in 2013!

For dates and information of our 2013 volunteer trips:
Visit -  www.schoolbox.ca/volunteer_program or
Email -  volunteer@schoolbox.ca



Give the gift of education this 

holiday season! 

You can help to empower girls and boys to go 

to school this year by purchasing a SchoolBOX 

Gift Card for a friend or loved one. Every $5

provides a package of essential school 

supplies for a child. Each package contains 

notebooks, pencils, a pencil sharpener, ruler 

and eraser. These simple tools can make it 

possible for a child to get a basic education.

Send us a cheque or donate online and tell us 

how many SchoolBOX Gift Cards you need!

SchoolBOX depends on the suppor t of our 
monthly donors to empower the 15,484 
students and teachers at our 65 partner schools 
throughout the year.  We really appreciate if you 
would consider becoming a monthly donor to 
help ‘Make Education Possible’ all year long.

$20 / month in 2013 would empower 
48 children to study!

Questions? Email Michelle at michelle@schoolbox.ca

Make cheques payable to SchoolBOX Inc. & mail to:
SchoolBOX

PO BOX 201, Mill Street,
Almonte, ON KOA 1A0

Please indicate how many Gift Cards you need. You can give monthly by sending postdated cheques.
To purchase a Gift Card online or to become a monthly donor online, please go to        schoolbox.ca/donate

www.schoolbox.ca SchoolBOX Inc. is a registered Canadian Charity, #83870 1324 RR0001  info@schoolbox.ca

 Give the Gift of 
Education this Holiday Season

I would like to help ‘Make Education Possible’
YOUR INFORMATION

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________

City:  ____________________________________

Province/State: ____________________________ 

Postal Code:_______ Country: _______________

Phone:  __________________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Signature:________________________________

Date: ____________________________________

 I want to receive regular e-newsletter updates to see 
how my money is being spent.

GIFT RECIPIENT INFORMATION

Name: ___________________________________

Address: _________________________________

City:  ____________________________________

Province/State: ____________________________ 

Postal Code:_______ Country: _______________

Phone:  __________________________________

Email: ___________________________________

SUPPLIES 4 SUCCESS GIFT AMOUNT
$______________   Make sure your cheque is  
enclosed and payable to SchoolBOX Inc

HAVE MORE 
THAN ONE 
RECIPIENT?

Enclose a list of 
any additional gift 
recipients and 
mail it along with 
this form and 
your cheque!


