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Magnificent Milestones
SchoolBOX is ‘Making Education Possible’ 
in 89 communities across Nicaragua. With 
your help, we are changing the reality for 
thousands of children. From Jan. to Dec. 2015, 
SchoolBOX has:

•	 Provided 16,674 students and 
their teachers with school supplies 
including the 400,000th notebook

•	 Built 10 classrooms (2 under 
construction)

•	 Provided 11 schools with mini-     
libraries, 63 teachers with library 
training and promoted reading with 
10 reading days

•	 Hosted 6 regional soccer 
tournaments involving 24 schools 
and held soccer workshops for 543 
students

•	 Welcomed 55 international 
volunteers to Nicaragua

Newsletter

Top Photo: Michelle Kay delivering the 400,000th notebook 
to Jennifer Varela at the Brett #4 School in Ciudad Sandino

Please share this newsletter.  
Pass this newsletter to friends and 
family that might be interested 
in helping SchoolBOX. Thanks for 
‘Making Education Possible’!

Imagine walking 6 hours to and from school each day without food for the journey 
or supplies when you arrive.  Imagine wanting to succeed, but your parents having to 
prioritize dinner today over an education for tomorrow.  This is the story of many of 
the 16,674 children and teachers we empowered together this year. It is also the story 
of our Nicaraguan Director, Ronald, and his wife Jazmin, our Programs Manager.   

Both	Ronald	and	Jazmin	were	raised	by	single	moms	in	dirt	floor	shacks	in	Nicaragua,	
surviving on incomes far below the global poverty line.  Despite these hardships, both 
were	able	to	finish	primary	school,	unlike	half	the	children	in	their	country	who	do	not	
finish	grade	6.		Today,	after	fighting	to	complete	university,	Ronald	and	Jazmin	are	
helping to empower thousands of boys and girls just like them, by ‘Making Education 
Possible’. 

Ronald and Jazmin credit their achievements not only to their faith and their 
education, but also to the encouragement and support received from some unlikely 
heroes when it was needed most.   

By donating your time, love and resources to SchoolBOX, YOU are one of these 
unlikely heroes for the children at our 89 partner schools.  Thanks to you, we are 
breaking ground on classroom #75 this year and have created our 38th library.  We 
are giving so many children the chance to read, the chance to write, and most 
importantly, the chance to dream of making an impact in their community, their 
country and the world.   

On behalf of the entire SchoolBOX family in Nicaragua and Canada, we wish you 
peace and love this holiday season.  Thanks for remembering the thousands of 
grateful	children	who	are	benefitting	because	of	your	kind	heart	and	generous	spirit.			

 
Muchas Gracias y Feliz Navidad,

Students at the Bordo Los Martinez School in El Sauce, show off their new library books to Ronald and Jazmin



SchoolBOX News

The 4th Brett Bentley Crawford School 
was recently opened in Ciudad Sandino, 
just outside of Nicaragua’s capital. 

The entire SchoolBOX team  was amazed 
by the support of the community as they 
helped with the construction of the 6 
classroom school after hours and on 
weekends. Students also volunteered 
packaging educational supplies for other 
communities during their holidays. 

The	Ministry	of	Education	donated	roofing	
materials and the Municipality helped 
with the transportation of materials and 
with heavy machinery to clear the land.

This collaboration made the construction 
project a rousing success. 

Huge thanks to Brett’s family, friends and 
the BBC Foundation for your amazing 
support.  Brett’s 4 schools are now 
empowering thousands of children every 
day in Nicaragua.

Books are a luxury in Nicaragua where 
schools lack even the most basic of 
materials. SchoolBOX has changed this 
reality in many communities through the 
Books 4 Kids Program. The aim of this 
program is to equip teachers and students 
with books to create the culture of reading 
and provide learning materials.

This year, SchoolBOX started doing reading 
days	 in	 different	 communities	 around	 the	
country. The goal was to inspire kids to 
read and to make reading fun! 

Our	 team	 engages	 students	 in	 a	 fun-filled	
session focused on story telling, games, 
and songs. The students are so excited 
and intrigued as they are transported to 
different	worlds	with	their	imagination.

Our	 team	 feeds	 off	 the	 energy	 of	 the	
children. By engaging the children now, 
they know that they are more likely to pick 
up a book in the future.

The completion of the one classroom 
Tomas Borge School in Tipitapa was not 
only a triumph for a rural community, but 
the culmination of one family’s journey 
through grief.

Dina Bell-Laroche wanted to keep the 
memory of her sister Tracy alive after 
she passed away from cancer at the age 
of 29. Tracy was vibrant, caring and had a 
passion to support children in need. Dina 
decided to honour her sister by building a 
school in her name.

She travelled to Nicaragua with her 
husband Pierre to work alongside  
community members to build Tracy’s 
Classroom. The experience helped Dina 
deal with her grief as she saw Tracy’s spirit  
in each of the children in the community.

SchoolBOX is so thankful to Dina, her 
family and friends for allowing us to play 
a small role in honouring Tracy.

SchooBOX Reading Days:
Inspiring Kids to Read

Tracy’s Hope Classroom:
Coping with Grief Differently

SchoolBOX Project Coordinator Carlos Garcia experiencing the joy of delivering educational packages at the Santa Fe School in Chichigalpa

Brett #4 School: Community 
Involvement Personified



SchoolBOX Success

Wonderful Events this Year 
SchooBOX is so thankful to have such 
wonderful ambassadors. This year, we 
were	 lucky	 enough	 to	 benefit	 from	 a	
large number of events organized by 
our supporters around the world.
Through these events awareness was 
raised over the state of education 
in Nicaragua and funds were raised  
to	 make	 a	 difference	 in	 the	 lives	 of	
thousands of children.

Photo Above: 3rd Annual Amazing People Gala 
chaired by Kimothy Walker

SchoolBOX is ‘Making Education Possible’ due to the support of the 
legions of international volunteers who have travelled to Nicaragua 

to empower our partner communities. Join us in Nicaragua April 9-16, 2015 to 
experience	a	school	build	first	hand!	Check	out	www.schoolbox.ca/volunteer 

for more details or email volunteer@schoolbox.ca

Thanks to Shirley’s Superninjas!
This year, SchoolBOX completed construction 
of the second classroom at the Shirley Case 
#3 School, just outside of Leon. 
We	 are	 so	 grateful	 for	 the	 confidence	 and	
continued support that Shirley’s friends and 
family have put into SchoolBOX. Shirley’s 
schools are providing hope for hundreds 
of students, teachers and parents all across 
Nicaragua!

Soccer Dreams Workshops a Success!
This year, SchoolBOX held soccer workshops at our 24 Soccer Dreams schools leading up to 
our	regional	tournaments.	A	total	of	543	students	participated	in	these	fun-filled	sessions.	
Girls and boys were taught the rules of soccer, practiced soccer drills and learned about the 
importance of inclusion and the right to play. The SchoolBOX team was happy to add these 
two extra community visits so that they could reinforce the importance of education for 
these children. This program is key as it reinforces the importance of recreation, fair play, 
school spirit and equality.

Photos Above: 10th Annual Latin Fiesta chaired by 
Katie Cotnam (Left) Calgary Event at Willow Park 

Wine & Spirits chaired by Jim David, Tamara Terry and 
Peggy Perry (Right)

SchoolBOX volunteer Kimothy Walker enjoying the company of a few hundred of her new friends during an international volunteer experience

Photo Above: Golf 4 Kids Tournament chaired by 
SchoolBOX champions Mike and Millie Maloney

Calgary’s Third Classroom!
The Calgary community has always been 
so supportive of SchoolBOX.  This year 
they supported their 3rd classroom with 
SchoolBOX at the Brett #4 School in Ciudad 
Sandino. 
Special thanks to Jim David, Tamara Terry 
from Field of Yoga and Peggy Perry from 
Willow Park Wine & Spirits for sponsoring a 
wonderful event in April!



Share the Joy of the Holiday Season!

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please complete the form below and mail to SchoolBOX.

Name: _________________    Email: ______________________

GIFT DESCRIPTION               QTY              COST/EA                TOTAL
School Supply Package          __________       x $5.00         _________________ 
Desk and Chair                        __________       x $25.00       _________________
Books for a Library                 __________       x $50.00       _________________
                                                                  Grand Total:     _________________

□  I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE MONTHLY AND HAVE MY GIFT MATCHED!
Amount (circle):      $10       $25       $50        Other: _________
Is	there	a	specific	Project,	Program	or	School	you	would	like	to	support? 
If so please indicate here: ___________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION□ Cheque enclosed

□ I would like to pay by credit card:                       

Type: □ VISA      □ Mastercard

Credit Card Number:  
__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __  

Expiry (MM/YY):  __ __/__ __        
Card Security Number:  __ __ __       
Card Holder Name:  _________________

Mail to:              SchoolBOX
PO BOX 201, Mill Street,
Almonte, ON KOA 1A0

Questions?		Contact	Michelle	at	
michelle@schoolbox.ca or 613-558-7202.

SchoolBOX Inc. is a registered Canadian Charity, No. 83870 1324 RR0001. All donations over $20 are tax deductible.

1 Educational Package
$5

1 Desk and Chair 10 Library Books

Share the joy of the holiday season with children from our partner communities in Nicaragua. 
Empower these communities to get a basic education by giving your loved ones these unique gifts.  

These gifts will put a smile on the face of your family, friends and colleagues.

To buy online 
1. Go to schoolbox.ca/gifts
2. Click on the appopriate gift. 

You will be redirected to 
canadahelps.org.

3. In the Message/Instructions 
section please indicate ‘Gift 
of Education’, your email, and 
which gifts you are purchasing.

We can send you e-cards to print for 
your loved ones.

$25 $50

Become a monthly donor 
and your generosity will be 

matched!
To celebrate another successful 
year, a generous donor is 
matching	 funds	 for	 the	 first	
50 people who become 
new monthly donors before 
Christmas!  Please share this 
great opportunity with your 

friends.

Visit www.schoolbox.ca/donate or 
fill	out	the	form	below.	

Equator Beans 4 Dreams Coffee
Give the Gift of Coffee and Help SchoolBOX!

For every bag of Equator Beans 4 Dreams 
Coffee	 purchased,	 one	 child	 in	 Nicaragua 
will receive a package of school supplies.
Since	 2010,	 Equator	 Coffee	 Roasters	 has	
donated over $75,000 to SchoolBOX. They have 
built	a	school	in	the	Northern	coffee	regions	of	
Nicaragua and empowered thousands to get a 
basic education. In 2016, Equator will build their 
second school.

To order, go to www.schoolbox.ca/coffee 
To receive your beans in time for Christmas, please order before Dec 13th  

for orders in Ontario and by Dec 9th for orders in the rest of Canada. 


