
Rick’s Classroom
La Ceibita School

San Benito, Nicaragua

Together we can Make Education Possible

41 students learn in this makeshift classroom housed in a borrowed 
building. The owner will be taking possession of this building next year. 
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Rick’s Classroom

For more info: schoolbox.ca/rick 
or contact Sarah Kerr: sarah@schoolbox.ca

Donate: online at schoolbox.ca/rick
or by mail to SchoolBOX

PO BOX 201, Mill St. Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0

Project Breakdown:
1 Classroom: $18,000
2 Latrines: $1,000
Classroom Tools: $1,000
 (Desks, chairs, whiteboards)

School Statistics:
Students: 41
Teachers: 2
Grade 1 to Grade 6
Community Statistics:
65 Families
Avg 4 children per family
Avg Family Salary: $ 53 US/mth

La Ceibita School is located 2.5 hours from the 
capital of Nicaragua. The community is located 
in the mountains, about 40 minutes from the 
main access road.

Originally, the community did not have a school, 
so two years ago, the community banded 
together  and found a solution by borrowing a 
crumbling house and fixing the roof and floors so 
that it would provide sufficient shelter for their 
children to take classes. The building is dark, has 

a leaky roof and a crumbling floor. The owner has advised the 
community that he will need his building back.  

The SchoolBOX team was completely overwhelmed when they 
arrived in the community, as they were surrounded by parents 
who pledged their support to volunteer to build a new school. 
An elder in the community volunteered to donate his land to 
the Ministry of Education. 

Project Cost:
$20,000 USD

The community is located in the mountains, where parents 
work in the agriculture sector harvesting beans, corn and 
wheat. They dream of providing their children with different 
career options.

A new school will provide hope for the current students of La 
Ceibita School and encourage students who are not attending 
classes to enroll.

The parents and teachers are ready and willing to provide the 
support needed to build the new school and to encourage 
their children to get a basic education.

Rick Mera was inspirational in all aspects 
of life. He was sweet, generous  and had 
a million-watt smile. Rick was ready and 
willing to help anyone and had an affinity 
for making friends and keeping strong 
friendships. 

Rick’s classroom will empower countless 
students to get a basic education for 
generations to come. Thanks to his 
friends and family for raising all the funds 
to build this classroom in his memory.


