
Dear Friends,

Christmas 2016

Ten Years of Making Education Possible!
With your help, SchoolBOX has been part of 
a national education movement in Nicaragua. 
The grade 6 graduation rate over the past 
ten years has risen from 48% to 56%. We are 
grateful to contribute to this change. Here 
are some of our amazing milestones: 

Newsletter

Christmas donations matched 
A generous donor has offered 
to match Christmas giving for 
2016! See back page for details. 

It is with a full heart that I write to you this holiday season. We’ve had lots to celebrate, 
as SchoolBOX turns ten! Tom Affleck gave two little girls the notebooks and pencils 
that allowed them to go to school ten years ago, and sparked the SchoolBOX dream. 
This November, Tom was humbled to be awarded a Meritorious Service Cross from 
the Governor General of Canada, as recognition of his work with SchoolBOX that 
continues to bring honour to our country. 

I also want to recognize Ronald Chavarria and Jazmin Lopez, who are the heartbeat of 
SchoolBOX in Nicaragua, for their exceptional leadership. They have both experienced 
first-hand the power of education to spark hope and to defeat poverty. It is their life’s 
work to bring this hope to nearly 20,000 students and teachers each year.

This year’s Christmas newsletter is filled with fabulous results and stories of impact. 
We are breaking ground on our 85th classroom in December – well on our way to 
accomplishing our dream of building 100 classrooms! I am especially thankful to both 
Michelle Kay and Jon Tam, two key staff members moving onto new opportunities 
after devoting years to SchoolBOX. Both have helped make these results possible.

Finally, I want to thank all 597 volunteers who have travelled with us to Nicaragua over 
the past decade. I am particularly inspired by Terri Meekis, an Anishinaabe youth from 
Treaty 3 in northern Ontario. She came to build a school with the IYES program in 2012, 
and yet her own reserve community in Canada lacks basic educational infrastructure. 
Terri and other IYES alumni are now helping us to launch SchoolBOX Canada in 2017, 
to provide new libraries to reserve schools here at home. 

I cannot express how grateful I am to Amber Hall and our amazing Board of Directors 
for their leadership. I am also thankful to each and every one of you for your continued 
support. Wishing you all feliz navidad, happy holidays and blessings this season.  

With thanks and love,

SchoolBOX Nicaraguan Director Ronald Chavarria celebrates with children at the new Brett #5 School in Masaya

476,631 notebooks delivered

597 international volunteers hosted

96 partner communities

83 classrooms built, 
84 & 85 underway

54 libraries installed

60 reading days held

49 washrooms constructed
Sarah Kerr - Executive Director

Ribbon cutting at Classroom #75 in March



SchoolBOX Success

The Griggs family travelled to Nicaragua 
in March 2016 for the opening of the 
75th classroom at Marvin Salazar School. 
The Griggs were surprised to learn that 
this school was built and named in their 
honour. 

Sue and Harvey have been inspiring role 
models – helping SchoolBOX become a 
better organization, with safer schools 
and greater impact in our communities. 
The Griggs classrooms will empower so 
many children to get an education, and is 
a testament to their humble hearts. 

In September 2016, we celebrated the 
completion of our 80th classroom at  
the Gilberto Siles School. The Union of 
Solicitor General Employees of Canada 
generously funded the classroom, and will 
be able to see the fruit of their donation 
when they join us on a volunteer trip to 
Nicaragua in 2017. 

SchoolBOX installed 16 new libraries in our 
partner schools this year, equipped with 
picture books, textbooks, atlases, and 
educational toys. We also held teacher 
training in each of these schools so teachers 
could learn to use books in the classroom. 

In Canada, we often take books for granted. 
Principal Salinas from the Gilberto Siles 
School explained that the books her school 
recieved  were a miracle. Upon receiving the 
new library, she explained that, ‘in 28 years 
at this school, the children were never able 
to touch a library book. There are no words 
to thank SchoolBOX for this amazing gift 
and blessing brought to our community’.

Our team also hosted 50 reading days this 
year. These fun days involve reading aloud, 
storytelling, playing games and singing 
songs with the kids. We want to engage 
children with books, and foster their 
interest in reading at an early age!

Thanks to your continued support, 
SchoolBOX was able to provide 17,487 
educational packages for students and 
teachers again in 2016.

We were thrilled to host groups of local 
Nicaraguan high school students who 
volunteered to help us put together our 
packages of notebooks, pencils, rulers, 
erasers, and pencil sharpeners. For the 
second year in a row, a job that used to 
take months was cut to a week and a half 
thanks to their energy and effort.

These local students are among the 56% 
of Nicaraguans kids who have beaten 
the odds and are receiving secondary 
education. Their willingness to help the 
next generation of children was humbling 
to witness. We hope to see this movement 
of Nicaraguans helping Nicaraguans grow 
in the future. It all starts with a few young 
people who want to make a difference.

Books: First Books in 28 Years 
for Principal Salinas

Supplies: Nicaraguan Volunteers 
Empower the Next Generation

Builds: Celebrating Milestone 
Classrooms #75 & #80

Terri Meekis travelled to Nicaragua with SchoolBOX’s Indigenous 
Youth Empowering Students (IYES) program in 2012. She helped 
construct a school and library in a Nicaraguan community, but the 
highlight was sharing her Indigenous culture with the children.

Terri’s own Waubuskang 21 Reserve in northern Ontario faces 
challenges very similar to the communities where she worked in 
Nicaragua. The school her children attend is among the 60% of 
reserve schools in Canada that require serious improvements to 
their library or do not have one at all (Assembly of First Nations).  

Launching SchoolBOX Canada in 2017!

Terri Meekis teaches kids about the medicine wheel in Nicaragua

Terri’s story, and our desire to bring SchoolBOX’s mission of 
‘Making Education Possible’ home to Canada, is our motivation 
to launch the first SchoolBOX library in Treaty 3 Territory in 
northern Ontario. We invite you to partner with us in empowering 
Indigenous youth in Canada through education.

We are currently raising funds to purchase library books, as well 
as shelving and equipment. 

To donate, visit: www.schoolbox.ca/canada

Terri with other IYES volunteers on a build in Nicaragua in 2012



Celebrating SchoolBOX Heroes

Equator Coffee’s Heart for Nicaragua
Craig and Amber Hall, owners of Equator Coffee 
Roasters, built their second classroom in a coffee-
growing region of Nicaragua this month. Equator 
was recently recognized with a Best Ottawa 
Business Award for Philanthropy. Congratulations 
from everyone at SchoolBOX!

Ronald and Robinson
Ronald, SchoolBOX Nicaraguan Director, grew up with the same 
obstacles that too many Nicaraguan children, like Robinson, face 
to overcome poverty and get an education. Growing up on a farm 
near Leon as the youngest of six kids, Ronald walked 14km to school 
each day. As his single mother struggled to put food on the table, 
he began picking cotton by age seven to pay for his school supplies. 
With the encouragement of a neighbour and his own determination, 
Ronald completed primary school, attended high school and even 
went on to complete university in Managua. He helped to found 
SchoolBOX with Tom Affleck in 2006, and since then has made it 
his life’s work to encourage kids to overcome poverty through 
education. 
Robinson was 11 years old when Ronald came with SchoolBOX to 
build a school in his community in 2011. At the time, Robinson hadn’t 
even completed grade 1. Ronald made a decision to mentor Robinson 
– checking his grades, visiting him to provide encouragement, and 
phoning him when he wasn’t able to visit. With Ronald as his role 
model, Robinson persevered through school. Unlike half of children 
in Nicaragua who never have this opportunity, Robinson is now 
graduating grade 6 at the age of 16.

Jazmin and Genesis
Jazmin, our Programs Manager, and Genesis both grew up in La 
Primavera Barrio on the outskirts of Managua - a red zone for 
poverty and violence. In their neighbourhood, having enough 
to eat is a daily struggle for many families, let alone buying the 
notebooks and pencils needed for school. 
Jazmin was fortunate that her older sister Zaida petitioned 
her employer to give her the supplies she needed to attend 
school. With the encouragement of her mother and sister, and 
school supplies in hand, Jazmin did extremely well at school 
and eventually attended university for a degree in international 
relations. 
Jazmin has worked tirelessly to improve education for 
Nicaragua’s future generation of children, like Genesis. Thanks 
to the new school built by SchoolBOX in 2012, the support of 
school supplies, and Jazmin’s encouragement to persevere 
with her education, Genesis is now completing primary school! 
According to the United Nations, with every additional year of 
schooling, girls like Genesis can expect up to 20% increase in their 
future earnings. With an education, Genesis is one step closer to 
breaking the cycle of poverty, just like Jazmin.

Amazing People & Accora Village
Ottawa’s Amazing People and Accora 
Village worked together to fund and build 
the El Porvenir Classroom, completed in 
March 2016. They have helped build five 
classrooms for SchoolBOX to date.

Brett #5 School Complete!
We are so grateful to the Crawford family 
and friends for helping to fund and build 
this school in honour of Brett B Crawford.  
Over 2100 kids have the opportunity to 
strive for their dreams at Brett’s five 



Give the Gift of Education this Year!

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please complete the form below and mail to SchoolBOX. 

Your Christmas giving will be matched by a generous donor.
Name: _______________________    Email: ______________________________
Address: _____________________________    Phone #: ____________________

GIFT DESCRIPTION               QTY              COST/EA                TOTAL
Educational Package           __________       x $5.00         _________________ 
Library Books                        __________       x $50.00      _________________
School Supplies for 1 Class  __________       x $150.00     _________________
I would like to contribute another amount: ______________________________                                                                    
      Grand Total:   _________________

□  I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR 
Amount (circle):      $10       $25       $50        Other: _________
Is there a specific Project, Program or School you would like to support? 
If so please indicate here: __________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION□ Cheque enclosed payable to 
SchoolBOX Inc.

□ I would like to pay by credit card:                       

Type: □ VISA      □ Mastercard

Credit Card Number:  
__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __  

Expiry (MM/YY):  __ __/__ __        
Card Security Number:  __ __ __       
Card Holder Name:  _________________

Mail to:                     SchoolBOX
PO BOX 201, Mill Street,
Almonte, ON KOA 1A0 

Questions?  Contact Stephanie at 
stephanie@schoolbox.ca or 613-200-9777.

SchoolBOX Inc. is a registered Canadian Charity, No. 83870 1324 RR0001. All donations over $20 are tax deductible.

1 Educational Package
$5

10 Library Books School Supplies for an 
Entire Class

Spread the joy of Christmas this year through the gift of education! These gifts are perfect for 
anyone on your shopping list, and your giving will be matched by a generous donor.

To buy online 
1. Go to schoolbox.ca/gifts
2. Click on the appropriate gift. 

You will be redirected to 
canadahelps.org.

3. Once you have donated, you will 
receive a link to download your 
e-cards for your loved ones.

If you have trouble receiving 
e-cards, please email stephanie@
schoolbox.ca.

$50

We Love Volunteers! Join a Group in 2017
SchoolBOX has welcomed 597 international volunteers to Nicaragua to date. 
We love that this program inspires Nicaraguan communities to fight for 
their children’s education, and gives us all the opportunity to experience the 
impact of each donation first-hand. SchoolBOX continues to grow thanks to 
the incredible generosity of our volunteers. Thank you!

For available dates in 2017, visit our website: 
www.schoolbox.ca/volunteer 

$150

“While on the volunteer trip in Nicaragua, I 
formed so many connections with different 
people. Getting to know them and making 
those friendships that will last forever even 
though we’re so far away, is what I loved 
about my trip to Nicaragua.” 
- Matt Smart, Recipient of the Governor 
General’s Sovereign Medal for Volunteerism

Amazing Volunteers at our 10th Birthday Latin Fiesta

Celebrating Michelle Kay, 2016 Person of the Year


