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Dear friends,
 
As the holidays approach, our entire team is working hard to empower children in Nicaragua to get a basic 
education. This has been a year of extreme highs and lows for our team in Canada and Nicaragua. Thanks to your 
unwavering support, we weathered the storm in Nicaragua and continued to support our staff and their families 
during the crisis. Our Nicaraguan team is so grateful for your generosity.
 
SchoolBOX welcomed four new members to the family this year. Carlos Garcia brought baby Caleb to the world in 
March. Sarah, Tom & big sister Hannah welcomed baby Isabella in April. Carolos Olivas from our construction 
team had baby Jancarlos in April. David and Anielka were grateful to add baby Asharelah to their family in 
October. The entire SchoolBOX community is overjoyed with this news!
 
Our team has never been so motivated to ‘Make Education Possible’ for the children of Nicaragua. After restarting 
operations in September, we were able to complete our 100th classroom. This amazing accomplishment would 
not have been possible without the guidance of our founding members Ronald, Jazmin, Sarah & Tom. All four of 
these superstars really put SchoolBOX in a position of strength to realize this dream. The construction of this 
classroom, in the community of El Caracol, was one SchoolBOX’s most challenging projects to date. Our resolve to 
complete it was a testament to our team’s dedication and the generosity of our donors.
 
Your confidence in our team, and solidarity with our mission to “Make Education Possible” has meant the world 
to us this year.  We look forward to equipping deserving children all across Nicaragua with new classrooms, 
educational packages and libraries next year and into the future.
 
Feliz Navidad & Happy Holidays,

All Time Results

2018 was a 
successful year for 
SchoolBOX, thanks 
to the generosity and 

kindness of our 
international donor

community.

593,589  notebooks to kids
141,904  educational packages 
690  international volunteers

102  classrooms built 
81  libraries installed
61  washrooms constructed

559  teachers trained

7  classrooms renovated

& the SchoolBOX Family

Ronald and Jon visiting the Los Laureles 
School, that will be built in 2019

 
Jon Tam (Acting Executive Director)



SchoolBOX was able to complete the construction of 6 classrooms (7th underway) and 6 bathrooms, including the 
rehabilitation of 3 classrooms this year. The teachers, parents and students are overjoyed with their safe and secure 
classrooms. We hope for peace in Nicaragua in 2019, so that we can empower even more communities.

B A C K P A C K SOver the years, we have consistently improved our 
educational packages to provide students and teachers 
in our partner communities with the resources 
necessary for success. This year after receiving feedback 
from students, parents and teachers we started an 
exciting pilot program to introduce backpacks into the 
educational packages in our Supplies Program. Many 
students are walking long distances through difficult 
conditions without a means to protect their school 
supplies and backpacks will help alleviate this problem.
 
We delivered 4702 backpacks to students in 66 
communities this year and have received rave reviews 
from teachers and students. Our revamped educational 
packages now provide a backpack to students every 
three years. We are excited to deliver more backpacks  
to our partner communities in 2019 and beyond.

After a three and a half month hiatus, our team 
completed construction of our 100th classroom this 
September. Our crew faced many obstacles during the 
construction process: the remoteness of the 
community, the lack of running water or electricity, 
difficult road access and the socio-political crisis.
 
Our team’s resolve and dedication was worth it in the 
end, as Sarah, Tom, Jazmin & Ronald’s dream of 100 
classrooms in Nicaragua was realized. The students in 
this remote and impoverished community will now 
have a safe and secure school to use for generations.
 
The classroom was dedicated in loving memory of 
Sarah Zannella, whose life was tragically cut short at a 
young age. A big thanks goes out to Derek St. Jean, the 
town of Almonte and Savvy Company for providing 
funds for this landmark classroom!

Putting books in the hands of children is a beautiful 
thing. Many students in our partner communities have 
never held a story book before. Since we started the 
Books Program, we have provided 81 libraries and  
over 28,000 books to communities around Nicaragua 
and Canada. Many children also bring  books home to 
read to their parents who are illiterate. The ripple 
effect of our Books Program is impossible to measure!
 
This year, we were able to deliver 6 mini libraries with 
3000 books. We have also completed the construction 
of a large library containing 1250 books at the Antonia 
Garcia School in La Paz Central. This library will be 
used by an additional 6 schools in the surrounding 
area. We are so happy to be bringing creativity, fun 
and knowledge to those that need it the most.

BUILD UPDATE

La Sabana Tracy's Hope Los Cardones El Caracol Antonia Garcia Agateyte
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TRACY'S HOPE #2
SchoolBOX star and board member extraordinaire, Dina Bell-
Laroche has been an advocate for SchoolBOX for the past six 
years. She first came to Nicaragua with a group of young soccer 
players in 2013, where she built a school in a rural community. 
During that trip she was inspired to raised funds to build a 
classroom in memory of her late sister, Tracy. In the process of 
raising funds and advocating for improving education in 
Nicaragua, Dina was able to better deal with her grief.
 
This year, Dina returned to Nicaragua with friends and family to 
build a second classroom in memory of Tracy in the community 
of Tezoatega. Her legions of supporters generously donated 
enough money to build a classroom, completely renovate another, 
build a library with a reading corner and provide two bathrooms 
for the students.
 
Dina and her family’s commitment to SchoolBOX is simply 
incredible and has empowered countless students all around the 
country to get a basic education.

A MOTHER'S 
DREAM REALIZED
Claudia studied in the Antonia Garcia school 
when she was a young girl. She is a proud 
parent of a wonderful daughter named 
Lilian, a six year old preschool student at the 
same school. Claudia has been waiting for a 
library at the school for her entire life, and 
was often upset about the bad condition of 
the school since her childhood. When she 
learned about SchoolBOX's plan to build a 
full-sized library, and a new classroom, she 
was over the moon.
 
Claudia is so grateful to SchoolBOX and 
their supporters for giving her daughter the 
gift of a better future. Thanks for supporting 
people like Claudia and Lilian. Together we 
can help empower the thoughtful and just 
leaders of tomorrow.

Mom, Dad, 
where 
am I? 

It's so cold! 

Benjamin Chavarria 
(3 years old)

CHAVARRIA FAMILY 
VISIT TO CANADA

In October Ronald, Jazmin, Jonathan, 
Bryant & Benjamin Chavarria travelled up 
to Canada for the first time as a family. 
They stayed with SchoolBOX supporters 
and were able to see the sights and sounds  
of Ottawa, Toronto and Niagara Falls. 
 
The family kicked off their visit by 
attending the 13th Annual Latin Fiesta in 
Almonte, where they celebrated Classroom 
#100 with SchoolBOX supporters young 
and old. Ronald and his family were able to 
speak to students at six schools around 
Ottawa and Toronto about breaking the 
cycle of poverty through education.
 
Several highlights included visiting 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa, trying authentic 
poutine, taking the subway in Toronto, 
going up the CN Tower, and visiting 
Niagara Falls.
 
Thanks to everyone who hosted Ronald 
and Jazmin’s family and helped them have 
a once-in-a-lifetime trip together.



TEACHER GIFT

Give the gift of education this Christmas! Each one of these gifts will bring educational 
empowerment to children who are in desperate need of hope. 

Your generosity can make a world of difference. 

 

1.  Go to the website:

     schoolbox.ca/gifts

2.  Click on the gift. 

3.  Donate via secure form

4.  Download the e-card

 

SchoolBOX Gift Giving Form
Please complete the form below and mail to SchoolBOX.

 

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR

Amount (circle):       $20          $50         $100          Other:

Is there a specific Project, Program or school you would like to support?

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Cheque or money order 
enclosed payable to 
SchoolBOX Inc.

SchoolBOX Inc. is a 
registered Canadian Charity, 

No. 83870 1324 RR0001. 
All donations over $20 are 

tax deductible.

Mail to:
SchoolBOX

PO BOX 201, 73 Mill Street, 
Almonte, ON, K0A 1A0 

Canada
Questions? 

Contact Jon at
jon@schoolbox.ca 
or 613-869-8185.

$10
1 Educational 

Package 

$300
School Supplies for 

an Entire Class

$50
A Package of 
Library Books

 
It only takes $10 to empower a child to get a basic education 
with school supplies for an entire year. The package will contain 
notebooks, pencils, a pencil sharpener, an eraser, a ruler and 
other supplies related to the student’s age such as modelling 
clay, crayons, or colouring pencils. Students also receive a new 
backpack every 3 years as part of this program.
 
You can make this gift directly at www.schoolbox.ca/teacher 
You will be able to print out a card on the website, as well as 
download an e-card.  You will receive a charitable tax receipt 
direct from SchoolBOX for all of your donations.
 

Teachers all around the world are unsung heroes. They not only help shape students into the leaders of 
tomorrow, but they are friends and mentors. Make the teacher in your life feel valued and appreciated 
this holiday season with a unique gift. Donate educational packages to deserving Nicaraguan students, in 
the name of your special teacher.

$45
1 Cement Block for
a Classroom Build

GIFT DESCRIPTION            QTY             COST/EA          TOTAL

Name: Email:

Address:

Educational Packages x $10.00

x $45.00

x $300.00

Grand Total:

Phone#:

Cement Block

School Supplies for 1 Class

I would like to contribute another amount

x $50.00Library Books

 
If you want to make 
a general donation 

please go to:
schoolbox.ca/donate

     To buy online:

 


